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 Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 25 January 2018 

 
 
Present:  Graham Jepson (GJ), Margaret Johnson (MJ), Glynn Foley (GL), Clare Vielle (CV), Barrie 
Partridge (BP), Simon Woolham (SW), Ann Cockerill (AC), Helen McCormac (HMc), Peter Waterman 
(PW) 
 
1. Apologies:  Peter Camm, Zoe Hewertson, Dominic Rayner 

 
2. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on 16 November 2017 were approved. 
 
3. Matters Arising from the Minutes  

Peter Camm hopes to produce a new booklet giving the members contact details.  It was agreed, 
as Peter was away, to put this matter over to the next Committee meeting. 
 
9 new member application were approved by the Committee.  In the absence of PC, CV will write 
to them to inform them of this and tell them they are now welcome to play at any session at the 
Club and they will hear officially from the Membership Secretary on his return from holiday.   
 
5 members had bought the book written by Mark Basford, about a murder in a bridge club.  GJ 
had been in touch with him and is encouraging him to become a member again. 
 

4. Correspondence 
An email had been received from Bazil Caygill pointing out that there had been very little 
communication from the committee to members since the change of leadership. 
GJ apologised for this which was due partly to a very busy time for him personally plus there had 
been little on which to report.  CV will send the minutes of the last meeting to Bazil to be put on 
the SBC website and GJ will produce a report to be circulated to members. 
 
Ruth Ringrose had sent an email suggesting that 4 free games should be given to members who 
do a standby to encourage more people.  See under item 7. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report (GJ) 
GJ spoke of the sad death of Ed Wilson and reported that the Club Committee was to be 
represented at the funeral.  
 
The Children’s University held a meeting at the club on Wednesday 22nd November and were 
very happy with the premises.  They have yet to confirm whether they will be using the club 
again for their meetings. 
 
A family mind games day was held on Saturday 26th November.  This was very well received and 
was a success. 
 
Wednesday Club Forum.  GJ gave a talk to those people who were not yet full members of the 
SBC and as such could not attend the AGM.  10 people attended. 
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GJ was called to the club on Thursday 30th November as there was a problem regarding the 
felling of trees on the road outside the club.  There was an altercation with protestors being on 
the club premises and the whole incident became heated and unpleasant.  HMc expressed the 
opinion that this will damage the reputation of the club in the community.  However, it was 
pointed out that the protestors had no right to be on private property.  The trees are doing 
damage to the pavements, gutters and roads, causing two members of the club to fall over the 
roots coming up through the pavements.   
 

6. Treasurer’s Report GF) 
The new bank account with Barclays is now set up and members have been notified of the new 
details.  These will be included again with the request for next year’s subscriptions. 
GF reported that most of the banking is done by computer banking, which is more convenient, 
but potentially less secure for the club.  To protect both the Club and the Treasurer, SW has 
agreed to have access to the computer (to view only) so he can check transactions. 
Historically, the Club has put money in a savings account where appropriate.  After a period 
where we had insufficient funds to invest, or available interest rates were negligible, GF has 
opened an account with the Teachers’ Building Society, paying 1.1% interest on a 90 day 
account.  About half of the £22,000 reserves has been moved to this account. 
 
The Club premises has been valued at £300,000 in the annual accounts for many years.  
Jonathan Brayshaw has confirmed that this valuation did not affect our insurance position, 
which is sound.  Two valuers have confirmed that a re-valuation for the accounts would cost the 
better part of £1,000 and the Committee agreed it was not necessary to undertake this. 

 
7. TD and LOG reports (BP) 

BP reported that the Chairman’s pairs and New Year’s day pairs went well. 
 
With regard to the Friday afternoon duplicates there are only 2-3 tables, sometimes fewer, and 
it was questioned whether this was viable.  Consideration was given to boosting numbers.  
Friday afternoons were started in the first place as Wednesday afternoons, which used to be for 
duplicate learners, no longer fulfils this role and is now quite competitive.  Only 16 boards are 
being played on Friday afternoons but a reduced Master Points scale is available for between 12-
17 boards. 
 
GF questioned that as the afternoons are becoming more popular would people prefer to play 
on a Saturday afternoon and Peter Flavell should be asked to sound them out.   

 
A communication had been received from Bazil Caygill regarding the leagues.  Discussion took 
place as to how to encourage more people to play and if there was any mileage in amalgamating 
the Open and the Waddington leagues.  BP will take the Committee’s views to LOG.   
 
He reported that the Yorkshire Sim Pairs will go ahead and he is using EBU facilities. 
 
In 3 weeks time the Harrogate Congress will be held and BP has agreed to help out in the 
duplimating of boards and will take some to the Congress where he is directing.  
 
Local Leagues are doing well as was the Ladies and Men’s Pairs. 
One team (MJ, DR, GF, PC) will play in the YCBA affiliated teams event in Tickton in March. 
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Standby Rota 
Ruth Ringrose emailed the committee members suggesting that 4 free games may encourage 
more people to do a standby.  Although it was acknowledged that the standby system is not 
working as well as desired the committee agreed that this was not the way forward.  It was 
suggested that until a solution can be found, members should be strongly encouraged to do a 
standby and any member who wishes to have a game and doesn’t have a partner should use the 
‘partner finder system’ on the Club’s website.   

 
 

8. Other Reports 
(i) House Management (SW) 

See report (attached), the committee congratulated SW for producing an excellent 
document. 
 
In addition SW advised the Committee that although the two lights on the fire escape 
stairs were working, in the event of a fire there was inadequate lighting.  He suggested 
putting a third light over the fire exit on a sensor and this was agreed.   He also pointed 
out that a fire drill should be held once a year. 
 
MJ advised the Committee that 3 trees in the garden need attention and it was agreed 
that an experienced arborist should be asked to come and look at the trees before April.   
The freezer in the basement to be offered to members - ‘free to good home’ as long as 
whoever wants it arranges transport.   
 

(ii) Catering (AC) 
AC reported that everything is going well.  GF thanked Anne for her excellent catering, 
particularly for the inter-cities matches which is very much appreciated by everyone 
concerned. 
 

(iii) Teaching and Marketing (HMcC) 
HMcC reported that the Children’s activities are going well.  Together with Maire Reilly 
they are running clubs at 2 primary schools during term time as well as a junior club at 
the SBC on Fridays.   They have also been running a holiday club at SBC and have been 
asked to pitch something for a teachers training day in half term. She suggested that DR, 
Rhys Munden and Chris Derrick should approach the Universities.  Other members have 
tried unsuccessfully. 
 
HMcC had previously circulated a draft Child Protection Policy paper and informed the 
Committee that everyone who helps out with the children at the Club will need a DBS 
check.  CAPITA have agreed to produce a certificate for £18.00.   Jonathan Brayshaw has 
looked at the document and advised that a copy should be sent to Richard Banbury at 
the EBU for his comments.   
 
It was agreed that the paper should be amended to include that details should be taken 
of parents and/or another adult to accompany them home.  Also to say the children are 
not allowed to leave on their own without permission.  If the children are to leave 
unaccompanied this must be confirmed by the parents in writing.   
Although there is no legislation as to the ratio of children-volunteers, she advised that 4 
children to 1 helper is desirable.  More volunteers are needed and GJ will mention this in 
his newsletter.   
 



4 
 

She was concerned that if there was a complaint about either Maire or herself there 
needs to be someone with expertise to scrutinize the matter.  It was agreed that in such 
circumstances the Chairman (GJ) will appoint an appropriate person.    
Once the document has been agreed and amended it will be put on the noticeboard. 

 
9. Any other business 

 
New date for Sheffield Charity Day – 29 April 2018 at Kingfield Hall. 
Fiona Sutherland’s Charity Event Tuesday 17 April 1.45 at the SBC 
 

10. Date of next Committee Meeting:   
 
Thursday 15 March at 4.30 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ref:  CV/SBC Minutes 25.01.2018 
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House Manager’s Report – Simon Woolham 
 
 
Fire Safety Risk Assessment completed - copy attached. (Try and read this online - it takes quite a lot 
of ink to print it!) 
 
Fire Check List completed - copy attached. 
 
Health & Safety Risk Assessment completed - copy attached. 
 
Security alarm has been serviced and provision for annual service made. 
 
Fire Alarm serviced. 
 
Fire extinguishers serviced. 
 
Emergency lighting serviced. 
 
Fire door between kitchen and stairs has been planed down to ensure it closes fully. 
 
Unwanted fridge removed from carpark. 
 
I know there is a loose cover strip  between the floor and wall in the upstairs ladies wc - I've got some 
No More Nails to try and reattach it. 
 
New grit bin provided in car park - it will corrode eventually as it's metal but it will do for now - and it 
stops it cluttering up my garage! 
 
Results notice board - hooks refixed and hole punch provided, attached to notice board, to avoid 
having to force holes in the paper which loosens the hooks. 
 
Portable appliance testing to be carried out on 24th Jan. 
 
Magnetic catch, linked to fire alarm, to be fixed to door between downstairs playing area and kitchen 
on 30th Jan. 
 
Tree removal - I've been in touch with Streets Ahead who tell me that their Parking Restriction Order 
for Thornsett Road had expired which is why the work started in November had not been completed. 
I'm not surprised - the work had been scheduled for July last year! The removal of the tree will be 
completed "in due course" - their words! So I've held off from having the wall repointed for the time 
being. 
 
The only item I need to discuss is the question of emergency lights on the fire escape. The three fixed 
lights only come on when/if the power supply is cut. If the "Fire" does not cause loss of power or if 
there is a fire evacuation practice then there is little lighting on the emergency fire exit steps which is a 
RISK. Rather than arranging to have the existing lights illuminating at dusk and through the night I 
would suggest extending the security floodlights and positioning an extra one above the fire exit door 
so that it illuminates whenever anyone goes through that door. I think this would provide sufficient 
extra illumination to assure safe descent of the stairs. 
 
I make no comment about the heating - it will only provoke it!! Sufficient to say that my fingers are still 
crossed! 
 


