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Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes 11th  July 2017 at 4 pm 

Present: David Waxman (DW), Graham Jepson (GJ), Barrie Partridge (BP), Peter Camm (PC), Christine 
Parker (CP), Jane Kirk (JK), Glyn Foley (GF), Fiona Drew (FD), Stephen Village (SV) 

DW opened the meeting at 4 p.m.  with a brief discussion on the next stages of the refurbishment 
project. It was agreed that the current Committee would not undertake any immediatemajor 
refurbishment work, and that discussions would be held over until after the AGM 

1           Apologies 

 Dawn Rayner (DR), Jane Kirk (JK), Zoe Hewertson (ZH), Ann Cockerill (AC) 

2            Minutes 

 Minutes of the meeting on 9th May 2017 were approved 

3          Matters Arising 

a) New “gentle” bridge session 
 
Ian and Julie Grant have launched a new course for beginners taking place on Thursday 
evenings. It is hoped that this session will be able to take place in the upstairs play area. 
They will also launch a new assisted play session on Tuesday afternoons. The new 
“gentle” session, which was originally planned for Tuesday afternoons will move to 
Friday afternoons from September 1st 2017. A number of Club members have offered to 
run this session on a rota basis. There was some discussion regarding start/finish time 
for this new session as well as number of boards. 
 

b) SBC facebook page 

Dominic Rayner has now set up a facebook page for the club.  

4           Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

An email had been received from Don Atkinson requesting that the Committee reconsider 
the recent decision to change to the arrangements by which members doing a standby 
session receive tokens for 4 free games. The Committee agreed to adhere to the decision to 
reduce the number of tokens from 4 to 2 and to remind members of their responsibility to 
offer a standby session. DW will include a further explanation this in the July Committee 
note and will respond to Don Atkinson. 

4 new membership applications had been received as follows – Bob Brown, Elaine Bexfield, 
Elizabeth and Mark Kirkham. It was agreed to accept all of these. 

PC has redesigned the membership application form and a number of suggestions were 
made for further modifications. 

5            Treasurer’s report 

GF reported that the Club currently has around £14.5k in the bank and that this is likely to 
have increased to around £15k by the end of the current year. 
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6     TD’s report including LOG  

BP reported that John Edwards is planning a competition to be held pre-Christmas, using 
famous bridge hands, probably from the 1930s will be played.  
 
John is also planning to introduce a progress handicap prize, and this will require publicity. 
 
BP circulated the events calendar for 2017-18. The City Trophy event has been brought 
forward from July to May and the Vice-Chairman’s multiple teams event has also been 
brought forward. 
 
There was some discussion re the number of Sim pairs events held at SBC. It was agreed to 
leave the decision on this issue to BP. 
 
YCBA have now set the dates for Yorkshire League matches for the forthcoming season and 
deadline for application to play in the local leagues has just passed. Fixture dates for these 
are on the YCBA website. 
 
AC will continue to provide catering for the Yorkshire League matches next season but 
arrangements will be made to allow her to leave the club earlier than has previously been 
the case. During the next year the Committee will have to give some thought to the issue of 
succession planning for the provision of catering in the longer term.   
 

7    AGM preliminary planning 
 

As happened last year, DW/GF/BP will circulate reports in advance of the meeting.  
   

 
8     Other reports 
 

- Membership renewal 
 
Club members have received an email or a letter asking them to renew their 
subscription for 2017-18. A number of members have already renewed. 
 

- House 
 
Cleaning contract 
 
It was noted that current cleaning standards are very high. Questions were raised 
however at the cost of the current cleaning contract. DW will discuss with ZH. 
 
External painting 
 
After some discussion, it was agreed to go ahead with the external painting work in the 
second half of August 2017, at a cost of around £6k. 
 
 

- Teaching and Development 
 
Charity Expert Pairs 
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This event held on July 10th had gone very well and had raised £225.00 for Bluebell 
Wood 
 
Outreach work 
 
Building on the success of their work at Lydgate school, Maire Reilly and Helen 
McCormac will run a number of mini-bridge sessions aimed at children aged 8+. These 
sessions will be held at the club during the school summer holidays. 
 
GJ will also run a session at Watercliffe Meadow Primary School 
 

- Marketing and Participation 
 
Nothing to report 
 

- IT/Pianola 
 
Nothing to report 

 
9   Any Other Business 

  

GJ proposed to explore the organisation of a Bridge and Bowls tournament and to report     
back to the Committee. 

DW had noticed that labels on club bins had fallen off or had become damaged and will 
produce a new set. 

10  Date of next meeting 

26/09/2017 at 3.30 p.m. 

 

DW closed the meeting at 5.30 pm. 


