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Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes 9th May 2017 at 4 pm 

Present: David Waxman (DW), Graham Jepson (GJ), Zoe Hewertson (ZH)), Barrie Partridge (BP), Ann 
Cockerill (AC), Peter Camm (PC), Christine Parker (CP), Jane Kirk (JK), Glyn Foley (GF), Fiona Drew 
(FD), Stephen Village (SV) 

1           Apologies 

 Dawn Rayner (DR) 

2            Minutes 

 Minutes of the meeting on 14th March 2017 were approved 

3          Matters Arising 

a) Information sheets 
 
DW and ZH will continue to develop a set of  information sheets, covering topics such as 
Ethics and Etiquette, the role of the EBU and YCBA, scoring, match points etc. These will 
be circulated to all members via email over the next few weeks. 
 

b) New “gentle” session 

After discussion, it was agreed to explore the introduction of an additional more 
“relaxed” session, which will probably take place on Tuesday afternoons, and to remind 
members that the Friday evening session is also a very relaxed session. The current 
Wednesday afternoon session will continue but  is targeted at beginners. The details of 
the additional session will be agreed at a later meeting. 

c) Facebook page and new club logo 

It was agreed to adopt a new logo for the club. , the sign at the club entrance, will 
remain unchanged given the associated costs. 

N . 

Dominic Rayner have been working to set up a Facebook page for the club and FD will 
liaise with Dominic re how best to use this to maximise for benefit to the club. 

4           Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

A letter of thanks has been received from Weston Park hospital in recognition of SBC’s 
support.  

It is now necessary for one or more Committee members to achieve certification in food 
handling and hygiene in order to comply with current legislation. FD agreed to undertake an 
online course as soon as possible. 

It may also be necessary to update the current list of members qualified to undertake First 
Aid. 

An email was received from Helen McCormac expressing concerns regarding the standard of 
the session had significantly changed. It was felt that, some of this is down to an 
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improvement on the part of the more regular Wednesday players. . BP will send to FD 
relevant statistics average NGS scores on various evenings. FD will reply to Hellen 
McCormac. 

PC is currently working to modify the membership application form. Various suggestions 
were made which PC will incorporate into a redesigned form. It was agreed that, in future, 
there should be only 1 categories of membership with a discount for under 25’s 

2 new applications for membership have recently been received from Tricia Pulfrey and 
Dave Barratt and were accepted subject to the latter forwarding his subscription.  

It was agreed to update the membership directory in Autumn 2017, after subscriptions have 
been received for 2017-18. 

5            Treasurer’s report 

GF reported that the Club currently has around £15,000 in the bank, which will be reduced 
to just under £14,000 once the balance on the new window blinds has been paid.  

Recent refurbishment of the club premises has cost around £17,000. 

GF reported that, by the end of the current financial year, the balance of the account is likely 
to have increased to approximately £17/18,000. 

6     TD’s report including LOG  

The Club’s only annual Swiss Teams event – the Nancy Campfield – will take place on 
Monday May 29th, starting at 1 pm. TD’s will be asked to promote this event at the start of 
every club session. A minimum of 12 teams is required. There will be overall as well as 
handicapped prizes awarded. 
 
John Edwards has proposed a new prize to be awarded to the player who has shown the 
greatest improvement over the year, and has also suggested that the club might arrange 
some sessions in which hands from previous congresses could be played. It was agreed that 
this could be an attractive event in the pre-Christmas week. 
 
BP will progress these suggestions with John. 
 
BP reported that, once again, the club will enter 8 teams into the Yorkshire League. There 
may need to be some readjustment to the lettering of teams, in the light of complexities 
caused by various promotions/demotions. 
 
AC is still willing to continue to prepare and serve the teas for inter-city matches and BP will 
explore with LOG ways of allowing AC to leave the club earlier than has previously been the 
case, in order to ensure that the responsibility for catering does not become too onerous. 
 
BP will soon be attending a course for TD’s regarding updates to current regulations. 
Following his attendance, BP will organise an internal club session for current TD’s in order 
to share updates. 
 
A number of club members feel that BP should receive some form of recompense for the 
considerable time spent in duplimating boards. There was no agreement on how best to do 
this. However, members are to be encouraged via the monthly note from the Chair to offer 
assistance with duplimating.   
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7    Refurbishment review and next steps 
 

DW thanked all those Committee members who had contributed to the refurbishment 
programme. 
 
The next stage of the refurbishment programme is the external decoration. 
 
A report on the building from SV and a paper re future refurbishment from JK were 
circulated. Since these are both substantial items, it was agreed to discuss them at a future 
meeting.  

   
 
8      Schedule of responsibilities in SBC 
 

The specific responsibilities for the detailed arrangements of how the Club operates were 
checked and clarified. It was noted how the Club is dependent upon the considerable help of 
volunteers outside of the Committee.   
 

9      Other reports 
 

- House/cleaning 
 
ZH reported that the work of the current cleaning company had been 90% satisfactory 
but that they had been unable to resolve any of the issues identified and had sent a 
letter to cancel the contract. ZH is meeting with two more companies this week and the 
Committee agreed that she should manage the appointment of a new cleaning 
contractor.  
 

- Events – Peter Littlewood Trophy 
 
The Peter Littlewood Trophy event will once again be held at SBC on 28 June starting at 
10.30. 
 

- Teaching and Development 
 
GWJ reported that the first session of the pro-am series had gone well with 8 tables 
playing.  
 
It was agreed to hold a charity pro- (semi)am event in support of Bluebell Wood. GWJ 
will progress this. 
 
Ian and Julie Grant are continuing the current lessons and are proposing to start a new 
beginners session later this year, on Thursday evenings. 
 
Maire Reilly and Helen McCormac are running lunchtime sessions at Lydgate Junior 
School. 
 
PC was approached by Sheffield Girls High School regarding their outreach programme, 
and, as a result of this, Dominic Rayner will run mini bridge lessons at the High School in 
Autumn 2017. 
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- Marketing and Participation 

 
A paper from Maire Reilly was circulated which contained a number of suggestions for 
promotional activity, including the production of a flyer. The Committee is reluctant to 
produce a flyer at this time due to costs, but is happy to support the other areas 
proposed by Maire. 
 

- IT/Pianola 
 
The Committee agreed to continue to support the Pianola system. It was noted that 
Pianola Plus may still be available.   

 
10 Any Other Business 

 
DW had contacted the Council and Amey and has been reassured that the disabled parking 
bay on Priory Road will be replaced. The decision on the timing of wall repairs remains 
dependent on the future of the trees on Thornsett Road. 

 

JK sought clarification on how supervised /assisted play sessions are considered by the EBU 

11  Date of next meeting 

11/07/2017 at 3 p.m. 

 

DW closed the meeting at 6.00 pm. 


