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Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes 10th January 2017 at 4 pm 

Present: David Waxman (DW), Graham Jepson (GJ), Zoe Hewertson (ZH)), Barrie Partridge (BP), Ann 
Cockerill (AC), Peter Camm (PC), Christine Parker (CP), Jane Kirk (JK), Glyn Foley (GF), Fiona Drew 
(FD), Stephen Village (SV) 

1           Apologies 

 Apologies were received from Dawn Rayner 

2            Minutes 

 Minutes of the meeting on 13th December 2016 were approved 

3          Matters Arising 

a) Heating 
 
SV reported that it is unlikely that two heating circuits need to be fitted. 
 

b) Cellar Clearance 

It was decided to postpone cellar clearance to a later date. GJ will liaise with BP before 
progressing this matter. 

ZH requested improvements to cellar lighting in order to make it easier to store and 
locate cleaning equipment and materials 

c) Christmas 2016 

The Christmas period and associated arrangements ran smoothly. The Committee 
wishes to thank AC for the excellent catering arrangements. 

d) Handrail in ladies’ toilet 

SV will progress this issue 

 

4           Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

a) Membership applications 
 
1 new membership application had been received from Liz Buckton. 
 
This was accepted by the Committee.  

 
 

5            Treasurer’s report 

GF reported that the Club currently has around £25,000 in the bank.  

GF is exploring alternatives to Scottish Widows, where interest rates are now very low. 
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GF circulated a number of models which showed implications of changing table monies and 
membership subscriptions. 

There was unanimous agreement that the Club should equalise table monies as well as 
subscriptions and, following wide-ranging discussion, it was agreed that from August 1st 
2017 

- Separate afternoon membership should cease to exist 
- Table money for afternoon and evening sessions should be set at £3 
- Membership subscription should be set at £24 p.a. 
- Membership subscription for students/under-25s/refugees should remain at £5 p.a. 

 
 

6    TD’s report 

  
BP will encourage TD’s to strictly enforce round timings in order to resolve problems caused by 
sessions finishing late in the evening. Members will also be encouraged to observe timings of 
rounds.  

 
7   Other reports 
 

a) Buildings/Decoration 
 
SV had obtained 2 quotes for internal/external decoration and for new ceiling lights. 
 
CP had also obtained 2 quotes for new blinds. 
 
The Committee agreed to go ahead with the installation of the new lighting to both play 
areas as soon as possible, and to decorate internally and fit new window blinds once the new 
lighting has been installed. 
 
External decorating work will be carried out following completion of all internal works. 
 
It is unlikely that the electrical works will cause any disruption to play. However, 
consideration will need to be given to altering arrangements while decorating work is in 
progress. Members will be encouraged to assist e.g. with preparing rooms for decoration. 

 
 

b) Cleaning Contract 
 
The new cleaning contract had started in mid-December and ZH reported that standards 
have already improved but that there is still room for further improvement. ZH will conduct a 
cleaning audit with the company’s area manager on January 19th 2017. 

 
 

c) Marketing and Communications 
 

Both CP and GJ had recently been interviewed on Radio Sheffield which had been an 
excellent opportunity to promote the Club. 
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d) New teaching programme 
 
DW had previously circulated a protocol paper outlining the club’s approach to delivery of 
teaching sessions. A number of amendments to the paper were suggested. 
 
Concerns were expressed re the decision to offer the new beginners lessons solely on a block 
booking fee basis. (£50 for an 8 week course). It was agreed that students should also be 
allowed to pay for lessons on a weekly basis at a cost of £7 per lesson.   

 
8     Date of next meeting 
 

The next meeting will take place on February 14th 2017 at 4 pm. 
 

9     AOB 
 

FD reported that she had been approached by a member who requested that the Club register 
to use the Bridgemate app. BP will investigate this issue 

DW reported on low attendance figures at Thursday evening sessions. The Committee discussed 
briefly a number of ways in which this matter may be addressed in future, including the 
development of a buddying system. 

GF reported that a number of members had approached him regarding the issue of recompense 
to AC for the provision of catering at special events. This issue will be discussed at a future 
meeting. 

 

DW closed the meeting at 6.15 pm. 


