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Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes 13th December 2016 at 4 pm 

Present: D Waxman (DW), G Jepson (GJ), D Rayner (DR), B Partridge (BP), A Cockerill (AC), P Camm 
(PC), Christine Parker (CP), Jane Kirk (JK), Glyn Foley (GF), Fiona Drew (FD), Stephen Village (SV) 

1           Apologies 

 Apologies were received from Zoe Hewertson 

2            Minutes 

 Minutes of the meeting on 8th November 2016 were approved 

3          Matters Arising 

a) Local League Matches 
 
No further problems have been reported in relation to clashes between members 
playing in local matches and bridge lessons taking place at the same time. 
 

b) Heating 

A few members had complained about the temperature when playing in the bar/lounge 
area. It is suggested that the current fan heater could be used to improve this situation. 

SV suggests that the Club should consider installing two separate heating circuits to 
ensure effective temperature control throughout the building. This matter will be 
explored via Ignition Gas Services 

Members should also be reminded that, if they have concerns regarding the 
temperature in the Club, they should alter the thermostat but not the timer or the 
radiators. 

c) Clocks 

It had been suggested that the Club should buy new clocks in order to time rounds of 
play and address the issue of slow play and late finishes to sessions. Concerns have been 
expressed regarding the complexities of running the appropriate software. 

BP will talk to Baz Caygill regarding the most appropriate solution to the issue. 

There was some discussion regarding the seriousness of the slow play issue as well as 
potential modifications to start and finish times of sessions. 

It was agreed that BP would encourage all TD’s to start sessions on time and keep to 
strict timings for individual rounds. 

BP confirmed that last rounds should commence no later than – 

10.15 pm – 4 board rounds 

10.25 pm - 3 board rounds 

10.30 p.m. 2 board rounds 
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d)    Table covers 

New table covers have been purchased by AC. The Club still has some old felt covers   
and GJ will attempt to find a buyer for these.  

e) Christmas 2016 

The arrangements for the coming festive season are now in place. The Committee would 
like to extend its thanks to Clare Vielle who has organised the raffle. Raffle prizes will be 
drawn on Friday December 23rd 2016. Volunteers are needed to sell raffle tickets. 
Members will be offered the usual sherry and mince pies in the week before Christmas.  

f) Disciplinary pool 

DW reported that 10 members had agreed to form a disciplinary pool. 

 

4           Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

a) Email from Jean Bowie 
 
Jean Bowie had asked the Committee to consider buying wooden shutters for the Club. 
It was agreed that the cost of replacing the current blinds with wooden shutters was 
likely to be prohibitive. However, CP will obtain a quote from the Sheffield Bind Centre 
for replacement blinds.  
 

b) Handrail in the ladies/disabled toilets 
 

Margaret Manson had requested the installation of a handrail in the ladies toilet. The 
disabled toilet already has 2 handrails installed. It was suggested that the taps in the 
disabled toilet may need to be replaced. SV will raise both of these issues with David 
Dempsey. 
 

c) Membership applications 
 
6 new membership applications have been received – Cathy Stacey, Sheila Maxted, 
Bridget Jagger, Marie Phillips, Jane White, Chris Derrick. 
 
All of these were accepted by the Committee.  

 
 

5            Treasurer’s report 

GF reported that the Club currently has £24,000 in the bank. However, the cost of pay to 
play will increase from 36 to 37p in 2017.  

Now that the upstairs flat has been declassified, a refund of almost £300 has been received 
in respect of Council Tax. 
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6    TD’s report 
  

BP reported on a number of special events which will take place in the Club over the next few 
weeks – 
 
Monday Dec 19th – Rodger Mixed Pivot Teams 
Tuesday Dec 27th – Really Easy Event 
Monday Jan 2nd – New Year Swiss Pairs 
 
In the Yorkshire League, one team has an additional away match on December 18th, and the 4th 
match of the current season will take place on Jan 8th. 
 
The H Team has done extremely well so far in the current season and is currently sitting at the 
top of its division.  
 
GJ requested a return to the previous system where team pools were posted on the Leagues 
Noticeboard in the Club. BP agreed to action this.   

 
7   Other reports 
 

a) Council Tax 
 
This issue has taken some time but is now fully resolved. 
 

b) Lighting 
 

The issue of lighting in the Club needs to be resolved as soon as possible. SV has already met 
with Ansell to provide a plan to improve the lighting and this will be sent to electricians in 
January for them to provide a quote. It was agreed that the bar/lounge area should be 
included in any quote and that electricians should also be asked to quote for removal of the 
chandelier in the downstairs play area. 
 

c) Cleaning Contract 
 
The new cleaning contract commenced on 12/12/2016. ZH will report on cleaning standards 
following her return from her current holiday. 
 

d) Clearing the Cellar 
 

GJ proposed emptying the basement cellar. It was agreed that a group of Committee 
members would undertake this work during the afternoon of Jan 10th 2017 from 1 pm and 
that GJ would arrange for a skip to be in place by that date. 
 

e) Harmonisation of table monies and membership fees 
 

GF tabled a paper which outlined the various financial implications of altering the current 
table money as well as the membership fee in order to minimise the current number of 
differing rates for both table money and membership fees. It was agreed that the principle of 
equalising the rates was a good one, and a decision will be taken on this issue at the January 
meeting following additional work by GF. 
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f) Arrangements for teaching were discussed with a number of issues raised. DW will draft a 
protocol regarding the relationship between the Club and its teachers for further discussion.  

 
g) Marketing and Communications 

 
The recent Open Day and the bridge event in the winter gardens had both been a great 
success. CP has also been offered a slot on Radio Sheffield where she hopes to be able to 
promote the game. 
 

h) New teaching programme 
 
GJ has offered to run a programme of mini bridge classes at weekends which will be offered 
free of charge to school children. DW has agreed to check the licensing regulations pertaining 
to children being on licensed premises. 
 
Ian and Julie Grant are proposing to offer bridge lessons which they will deliver in 8 week 
blocks. They propose to charge students £50 per block to be paid at the start. The Committee 
agreed that, of this fee, £16 per enrolled student should be paid to the Club as soon as the 
student has paid the attendance fee. Ian and Julie will be offered a choice of the following 
sessions – Tuesday afternoon, Thursday evening, Friday evening. 
 
Dominic Rayner will continue to deliver his current programme of lessons/supported play 
sessions. 
 

i) IT/Pianola plus 
 
No further requests have been received from members to continue with Pianola Plus. It is 
therefore agreed that the Committee should discontinue this facility, although members may  
choose to access it as individuals.   

 
8     Date of next meeting 
 

The next meeting will take place on Jan 10th 2017 at 4 pm. 
 

9     AOB 
 

FD reported that Peter Riggall had repaired the pencil sharpener in the downstairs play area. 

 

DW closed the meeting at 6.05 pm. 


