
Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes 11th October2016 at 4.00pm 

Present: D Waxman (DW), G Jepson (GJ), D Rayner (DR), G Foley (GF), B Partridge (BP), A Cockerill 
(AC) M James (MJa) M Johnson (MJ) 

P Camm (PC), M Cooper (MC) 

1           Introductory Comments  

DW opened the meeting at 4.00pm 

2            Apologies 

 Apologies from Stephen Village (SV) and Fiona Drew (FD) 

3          Minutes of the meeting held on 13th September 2016 were approved  

4           Matters Arising 

SV has agreed to take on the role of getting internal lighting improved and MJa has agreed 
to help 
BP is to purchase the software for the introduction of timing clocks to help keep the 
duplicate sessions running to time. Help will be sought to purchase the correct hardware to 
run the programme 
The celebrations to mark the clubs 80th anniversary ended on the Saturday night with the 
City Challenge Cup and a small donation will be given to the Alzheimer’s charity  
Four club members are booked onto the upcoming teacher training at the end of October 
and it is hoped that the teaching sessions held at the club will increase as a result  
 

5            Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

DW has received an e mail from Ian Grant who is looking to start a beginner’s class on a 
Thursday evening. The committee unanimously agreed that this would be welcomed. 

He also raised an issue about the relative costs of table money and subscriptions when 
comparing afternoon only and full membership. (see item 6) 

5.1 Membership  

One new member was confirmed as follows: Ruth Kerr 

There are now 289 members 

6    Treasurer’s Report  
  

GF confirmed that the annual report is finished for the AGM 
There have been approximately two thirds of members using the token system which has 
resulted in less cash to handle at the club 
Within the next year or so it is hoped to equalise the table money for afternoon and evening 
sessions further. There will be a proposal in place by the date of the AGM in 2017 
 

 
 



 
7   EGM/AGM 
 

The paperwork for the AGM has been distributed and to date. 
 
A number of comments have been received regarding the proposed changes to the 
constitution. These were predominantly positive and all constructive   

 
8     TD’s Report 
 

BP reported that the TD training sessions would be completed on 30th October and it is 
hoped this will mean there will be 5 new TD’s available for the club  
The Yorkshire League matches will be starting in 12 days’ time and the teams for the first 
matches are being sorted. By early next week the teams will be posted 
The local league matches began yesterday. Apologies were given to Monika Cooper and Jeff 
Wragg and their team members for inconvenience they suffered due to overcrowded 
playing conditions downstairs alongside a regular lesson. It is intended that alternative 
arrangements will be sorted should the same situation arise in the future. 
 

8      Progress Reports  
 
 8.1 Events  

The 80th year celebrations were a huge success and seemed to be enjoyed by everyone who 
took part. There was a friendly, happy atmosphere throughout the club during all of the 
events. 

8.2 Premises 

MJa has been gathering costs for replacing the emergency lighting but it was decided that 
this would be carried out alongside replacing the whole lighting system after the AGM 

SV is dealing with the council regarding an end to paying rates for the flat. It is hoped that 
this will be brought to a conclusion very soon 

8.3 Teaching and Development 

The Pro Am events have now finished and we would like to express our enormous gratitude 
to Gill Woodcock for running these. Gill has now stepped down from running these events 
and GJ is to take over running them and plans to hold six dates next year on the last Monday 
of the month starting in April. More details will follow nearer the time 

8.4 IT 

The sessions held on using Pianola were well received and we would like to thank PC for 
organising them. The current free access to Pianola Plus for all members ends in December 
this year, so it is intended that the next committee consider whether or not to continue with 
this for the remainder of the year. 

9      Any Other Business 

It was noted that this would be the last committee meeting for three members. Enormous 
thanks go to MJo for her service to the club especially during her very stressful time on the 
committee. Our thanks go to MC for all of her hard work over the last three years and we 



are very grateful to MJa for doing a superb job whilst on the committee since December. 
They will all be sorely missed. 

It was noted that some issues with managing the standby system continue and in particular 
one week where it wasn’t possible to access to the standby system on the computer. 
Hopefully this is now resolved but if anyone experiences any further problems; it would be 
appreciated if they could let Bazil Caygill or PC know 

One priority for the new committee will be to look at how to increase numbers (both playing 
and members) at the club. It is intended to poll members for ideas and suggestions. 

AC has suggested that the cellar is cleaned out and this will be arranged by the new 
committee 

AC is to buy 10 new tablecloths for the playing tables  

Sheffield players were highly prominent in the Yorkshire South-East team which won the 
Northern Bridge League C Division with 12 of the 16 pairs who played over the four 
matches coming from this club. Congratulations go to: 
-  Lesley Blanchard, Stuart Fletcher, , John Squires, and Wendy Watson and (3 matches) 
- Dave Duckworth,  David Narcross, Terry Jacobs and Robin Warner (2 matches) 
- Bill Barraclough, Janet Thomson, Glyn Foley and Peter Camm (1 match) 

  
10 Date of the next meeting 

 The provisional date of the next meeting is 08th November 2016 at 3.30pm 

 

This meeting ended at 5.25pm 


