
Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes 12th July 2016 at 3.30pm 

Present: D Waxman (DW), G Jepson (GJ), D Rayner (DR), G Foley (GF), B Partridge (BP),M James , 

 S Village (SV),P Camm (PC), F Drew (FD),M Cooper (MC) 

1           Introductory Comments  

DW opened the meeting at 3.30pm 

2            Apologies 

 Apologies from Margaret Johnson and Ann Cockerill 

3 DW thanked Jonathan  Brayshaw(JB) and Raphael Grossman(RG) who  attended the meeting 
to present their findings with regards to whether or not the club would  benefit from 
altering its legal status i.e. to that of a charity or a Company limited by guarantee and also to 
give their opinions on revising elements of the constitution. 

 Both JB and RG were of the opinion that there would be very little benefit from altering the 
status of our club and that the amount of work to set up an alternative legal entity and the 
ongoing work to comply with the legalities of such a status would negate any perceived 
benefit. After a period of questions and answers it was unanimously agreed by the 
committee not to pursue altering the status of the club. 

 JB and RG went on to report that while the existing constitution is adequate; an overhaul of 
the disciplinary procedures is desirable, aligning our club’s procedures to the EBU model. 
The main change from the current procedure would be to introduce a ‘3 step’ procedure. A 
Conduct committee would look at the issue, as happens now (Initial Investigation 
Committee).  

This group would comprise Club members who are not committee members. If the 
misdemeanour is upheld a second committee of Club members (Discipline Committee), also 
not on the committee or on the Conduct committee would then decide upon the sanctions 
to be imposed, if any. A third and final step would be an opportunity for the member to 
make an appeal. Any appeal hearing would be held outside of the club. It is intended that we 
will appoint members of both committees dealing with complaints after our AGM. 

 It was agreed that some further minor alterations to the constitution are desirable and a 
small group led by BP along with RG and JB are to develop the details. A copy of the 
proposed constitution will be circulated to the all members in advance so that arrangement 
to adopt the changes can be made immediately before the next AGM, at an EGM. 

 JB and RG were thanked for all of their work and for presenting their findings to us and left 
the meeting at 4.00pm. 

4           Minutes of the meeting held on 7th June 2016 were approved  

             Matters Arising 

DW confirmed that a permit for a disabled parking bay outside the club is progressing. 
 



MJa has been investigating the alternative ideas for creating improved illumination on the 
outside path. He recommended replacing all of the outside lighting bulbs with LED’s and 
fitting a new large light with a separate PIR on the corner of the building. The cost will be 
£395 (plus VAT) and the committee agreed for MJa to get the work completed. 
 
We are grateful to Zoe for helping to monitor our cleaning Company and introduce more 
effective monitoring. There are noticeable improvements and Zoe has agreed to continue to 
monitor this. 
 
SV confirmed that an application to officially apply for a change of use on the flat has been 
lodged with the council and we await their comments. 
 

5            Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

5.1 Membership  

DR confirmed that the committee hadn’t received any new correspondence. 

Four new members were confirmed as follows: Kate Lumb, Jan Desforges, Jean Lewis and 
Frank Alan Gunnee. 

6    Treasurers Report  
 
GF confirmed that the club has sufficient funds to meet its debts as they arise and that he 
expects all remaining creditors to be paid in full within the next few weeks. 
 
GF confirmed that the token system will be fully implemented by 1st August and it was 
agreed that from that date all cashiers will be offered a free game on their sessions. 

 
7     TD’s Report 

 
BP confirmed that Wednesday afternoon results are now uploading onto both Pianola and 
the SBC website. 
 
 He reported that a problem uploading some aggregate scores on Tuesday evening onto 
Pianola and so suggested that all Tuesday evening sessions are scored with cross imps. This 
was agreed by the committee. 
 
We are very grateful to Baz Caygill for all of his ongoing work with the website.  
It was proposed and agreed that when we move over completely to Pianola, the current 
trophy ladder system will change.  The system of awarding points will be replaced by using 
the average of a player’s best 20 results. The current trophy ladders, non- expert ladders and 
bi-monthly ladders will all be available on the Pianola website. 
 
The City Cup due to be played on Saturday 9th July  wasn’t advertised adequately and is 
therefore to be re-scheduled to be played as part of the 80th anniversary celebrations. 
 
The summer seminars are to be re-publicised via the July Committee note and by all TD’s. 
Any attendees should sign up on the lists on the notice board. 
 
The Vera Copestake event and the Vice Chairman’s event dates are to be swapped for next 
years’ calendar. BP will finalise and distribute the information via the calendar for next year. 



 
Our current Standby system is to be moved from a paper system to a fully online system 
from August 1st. Any member unable to access online will be able to do so at the club. 
 
The recent Nancy Campfield and Peter Littlewood events raised £600 and £200 respectively 
for the club. GJ confirmed that the Peter Littlewood Cup will be held at our club again next 
year on 28th June. 
 

8      Progress Reports  
 
 8.1 Events  

The 80th year celebration events are being organised by BP with the Events Committee  and 
will comprise of:  

- 19th September; a full day marathon event (80 boards) ;  

- 22nd September; cake and bubbly will be served between the afternoon and evening 
sessions   and 

 - as mentioned previously the City Trophy will be held on 24th September.                                                                                                                                                                                     

8.2 Premises 

Nothing more to report. 

8.3 Communication 

It was agreed that the External Events Notice Board will be divided into two sections 
reflecting both bridge related and social events. 

8.4 IT 

The committee would like to note their gratitude to Baz Caygill and PC for the enormous 
amount of work they have carried out on both Pianola and the current website. 

It was suggested that we might organise a demonstration on how to use Pianola at a later 
date. 

8.6 Finance and Membership 

All membership renewal requests have now been sent and it is intended to send reminders 
out at the end of July. 

PC is going to review the paperwork currently used regarding membership after the renewal 
period.  

8.7 Teaching and Development 

Nothing  further to report. 

9      Any Other Business 

It was agreed that an AGM would be called for 24th October 2016 at 7.30pm and 
immediately before this an EGM would be called at 7.15pm to seek to ratify the changes 
proposed to the constitution. 



DW reported recent playing successes included: 

 Sheffield BC finishing a creditable 3rd following a late invitation to play in the Final of the EBU 
National Teams of 8 competition.  

 

 Sandy Davies & Tom Gisborne winning the EBU Summer Seniors Congress B Final  
 

 Bill Barraclough, David Duckworth, Richard Pike & Pete Waterman winning  the Waddington Cup 
Final YCBA teams-of-4 competition with the other Sheffield team of Graham Jepson, David 
Fletcher, Mike Pomfrey and David Waxman taking second place. 

  
10 Date of the next meeting 

It was agreed that the committee would not meet in August and the date of the next 
meeting was set for Tuesday, September 13th at 3.30pm. (Time revised at request of DW) 

 


