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Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes May 10th 2016 at 4pm 

Present: D Waxman (DW),G Jepson (GJ), D Rayner (DR), G Foley (GF), B Partridge (BP),M James (MJa) 

 M Johnson (MJo), A Cockerill (AC), S Village (SV), P Camm (PC), F Drew (FD),M Cooper (MC) 

1           Introductory Comments  

DW opened the meeting at 4.00pm 

2            Apologies 

 There were no apologies 

3           Minutes of the meeting held on April 14th 2016 were approved  

4           Matters Arising 

All of the committee deeply regret its error in agreeing to name the Diamond Cup as the Roy 
Barber Diamond Cup, since the cup has already been named the Margaret Kent Diamond 
Cup. There was no intention to disrespect the memory of either Margaret or Roy. It was 
agreed to purchase a new trophy to be awarded each year to the winner of the new 
Wednesday afternoon sessions and that this cup will be call the Roy Barber Trophy. 

MJa has moved the bridgemate server to help with the intermittent reception downstairs at 
table 7. 

 
5            Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

5.1 Membership  

Four new members were confirmed as follows: Sue Curtis, Olwyn Paxman, Mineri Patel and 
Erol Ozer 

5.2 Correspondence 

The committee received an e mail from a member raising a number of concerns. One issue 
which was reiterated in three further letters from members was about the Diamond Trophy 
and the use of the legacy left to us by Roy Barber. As already mentioned in matters arising, 
the error in relation to the Diamond Cup had already been pointed out by a member and the 
committee had intended to correct this.  

The committee agreed that a lasting memorial of some kind is an option at a later date but 
in the meantime, the committee and the executors of Roy’s estate, are happy with the 
decision to use some of the money for helping with teacher training, TD training and support 
of younger members playing in national and international competitions.  

One member was unhappy about the intention to help with teacher training since this has 
not always been the case but the committee are dedicated to increasing the number of 
teachers and TD’s available to the club which will benefit all members in the long term.  

Another point raised by two of the members was to query whether or not we should be 
allowing the advertisement of outside events on our notice board which clash with our 
regular sessions, and more particularly the notice about the upcoming Hassop Hall event. It 
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was agreed that normally “competing” events should be advertised and the Hassop events 
are of interest to a significant number of members. 

The issue of disabled access had also been brought up. While this was regarded as a matter 
that needs serious consideration, members are reminded that the most adjacent parking 
spaces and especially those directly outside the building should be left free for members 
with mobility problems. 

A further e mail was received from a member levying a number of criticisms at the 
committee including its management of external contractors. Since last December all 
contractors engaged by the Committee are highly reputable professionals and the 
Committee has no doubts about their ability and integrity. 
 
With regard to other rebukes about the Committee’s management, the Committee has 
worked extremely hard to overcome the dislocation following the resignation of several 
committee members last December. It was noted that the Committee has received a vastly 
greater number of compliments than negative comments.  
 
Finally, the committee were asked to consider allowing any new members joining in the last 
3 months of the membership calendar to be allowed an extended first year membership. 
This was agreed and it is hoped that this will further encourage new membership uptake 
from the Wednesday afternoon sessions.  

 
6    Treasurers Report  

 
GF confirmed that the club has sufficient funds to meet its debts as they arise and that he 
had begun a programme of repaying the loans to members which will be completed over the 
next few months. 
 
It was agreed that the Treasurer should pay the interest due on the Gold Bond loans at the 
end of July and then pay off those loans too. 
 
GF confirmed that the token system is on course to be introduced in May since the pilot 
scheme has gone well. At a future date, GF will look at the possibility of accepting card 
payments as well as tokens.  

 
7     TD’s Report 

 
BP confirmed that the team for the friendly match with Derby is lined up.   
 
BP confirmed that our Scorebridge programme has now been updated enabling the results 
of teams events to be included in the national grading scheme. 
 
The number of teams entered into the Yorkshire Leagues next season will probably be eight. 
 
The May Day Swiss Pairs encountered major problems during Match 2 when communication 
between the bridgemates and the scoring program was lost - meaning the first two match 
results were “scrubbed”. The tournament was reduced from 6 to 4 matches . The 48 
participants are to be compensated with a token for a free session.  
 
The committee are to encourage all levels of players to attend the Swiss Teams event at the 
Spring Bank Holiday. This event is open to all standards of players. 
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8      Progress Reports  
 
 8.1 Events  

Jean Rogers has offered to provide the buffet for the Nancy Campfield Swiss Teams Event on 
May 30th. Our thanks go to Jean (and her helpers!) The Committee accepted Jean's request to 

have a club raffle prior to the event. 

There will be a series of Monday evening seminars held during the summer months. Details 
will follow but the first events are planned for the 4th and 18th July. 

Gill Woodcock is organising Pro/Am Bridge every 4th Monday during the summer and 
members are encouraged to sign up on the list on the notice board. 

Two special events are planned for September to mark the clubs 80th birthday! An 80 board 
marathon is planned for Monday 19th September with breaks for lunch and tea. On Thursday 
22nd September complimentary bubbly and cake will be served between the afternoon and 
evening sessions.  

8.2 Premises 

MJa confirmed that recent plumbing problems in the gents toilet are sorted.  He raised the 
possibility of fitting an infra-red detector at a future date which would help to reduce the 
number of automatic flushes taking place. The cost of this would be £240. 

SV has carried out a general inspection of the property and, in his opinion, does not foresee 
any necessary major expenditure in the next year. The building structure is sound and for 
this year, he recommends dealing with maintenance on an “as required” basis.  

The external fire escape will also need some attention as may the lighting system. SV 
recommends that external decoration; remedial work to the fire escape and replacing the 
first floor external door to the fire escape as well as dealing with some rotten timber should 
be the priorities in 2017 

The committee requested SV to apply to the council for a change of use of the flat so that it 
is rated as part of the club and not a separate dwelling.  

8.3 Communication 

FD confirmed that the new colour coded stand by list, kindly produced by Simon Woolham,  
is working well. 

In order that results for all club sessions are displayed in one place, FD is to look at moving 
them all into the sitting room on a new notice board. 

The committee are to approach Simon Woolham and ask for his help in updating trophy 
notices at the end of the year. 

DW confirmed that he had received a number of compliments on the committee’s 
communications with members. 

8.4 Constitution 

Jonathan Brayshaw is considering the virtue of considering altering the legal status of the 
club, and Raphael Grossman is looking at disciplinary procedures and both will report to the 
committee at a future meeting. 
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8.5 IT 

The Committee is currently investigating the potential benefit of buying into a commercial IT 
package. A number of members have been extolling the virtues of Pianola and we are giving 
this package urgent attention having arranged to meet the programme designer. Pianola 
includes more functions than the present system, is reasonably priced and its use would 
include professional support.  

8.6 Finance and Membership 

GF and PC proposed that the charge for the afternoon sessions be raised from £2.50 to £3 
from January 1st 2017 in order to continue efforts to equalise the costs of afternoon and 
evening sessions.  This will be an item for membership approval at the AGM. 

New members joining the club between 1st May and 31st July are to pay the full membership 
subscription but will not need to renew their subs until the following July.  

8.7 Teaching and Development 

GJ, after consultation with all current teachers, has finalised a timetable of teaching events 
which is to be displayed on the web site and club notice board as soon as possible. 

9      Any Other Business 

It was agreed that Saturday evening sessions are to be included in the afternoon 
membership in an attempt to help boost numbers of players at Saturday evening sessions. 

GJ expressed a concern about finishing our evening sessions on time. It was agreed that, 
rather than reduce the number of boards played, all TD’s would be asked to be diligent with 
moving the game on and keeping to time.  

10 Date of the next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th June, 2016 at 4.00pm. This meeting ended at 
6.00pm 

 

 

 


