
Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes April 14th 2016 at 4pm 

Present: D Waxman (DW),G Jepson (GJ), D Rayner (DR), G Foley(GF), B Partridge (BP),M James (MJa) 

 M Johnson (MJo), A Cockerill (AC), S Village (SV),P Camm (PC), F Drew (FD),M Cooper (MC) 

1           Introductory Comments  

DW welcomed the new members to the committee and thanked MJo for acting as vice chair 
in the interim period from December until the EGM when GJ was elected 

2            Apologies 

 There were no apologies 

3          Minutes of the meeting held on March 10th 2016 were approved  

4           Matters Arising 

DW congratulated AC and the Events team on a very successful Easter Monday which 
resulted in there being twice as many tables as a normal Monday 

DW confirmed that he had submitted a ‘variation to licence’ to change from a fixed bar to a 
chiller serving alcohol in order to confirm with the wishes of the council 

No further news on getting the Wednesday afternoon sessions onto the club website 

5            Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

Nine new members were confirmed as follows: Richard Brown; Philip Cooper; Lynda 
Crosthwaite; Susan Drew; Peggy Ann Hall; Fiona Jack; Sue McIntosh; Wendy Peters; Gwen 
Wilson 

DR suggested that the secretarial role be handled by two people and that a membership 
secretary be appointed. PC agreed to take this role over. 

6     Treasurers Report  

GF reported that the final bill from the solicitors was not as much as expected since all of the 
money paid for the barrister had not been used. This means that the club is actually 
£5100.00 better off than reported at the EGM 

GF is to begin to contact all of the members that loaned money to the club for legal costs to 
sort out repayments to them 

GF confirmed that the token system is on course to be introduced at the end of May and 
that he will oversee the introduction. There will be a new safe to keep the tokens in. 

7     TD’s Report 

BP confirmed that a friendly match with Derby has been organised for 22nd May. It will be a 
2.00pm start and will cost £10 each including tea.  

There has been no interest as yet for anyone from neighbouring clubs wishing to attend a TD 
course. BP is intending to advertise in our own club to see if there is any further interest. 



BP confirmed that he has drafted the following details applying to Juniors into the regulations. 

For the Open and Waddington Leagues, juniors will pay £1.50 and they will pay half price for the 

Yorkshire League events. 

 

Lesley Blanchard has sent an enquiry to the EBU asking why our teams events aren’t entered 

into the national grading scheme. BP will let us know the result of this enquiry. 

 

BP is to ask Richard Gilbert to go onto LOG. We have to make a decision about the number of 

teams we will enter into the Yorkshire League next season by 14th May. BP will gather the 

information and make the decision which the committee will support. 

8      Progress Reports  

 Events  

 FD agreed to go onto the Events Committee and DR will come off 

 The Events Committee are to meet to discuss the 80th anniversary celebrations for the club 

AC is doing the catering for the May Day Event and Jean Rogers is doing the food for the May 
Bank Holiday Event 

It was agreed that both the May Bank Holiday event and the May Day Swiss Pairs Event will 
be charged at £15 each including food and drinks. 

It was agreed that Fiona Sutherland could make her own arrangements to provide 
tea/coffee for her upcoming charity event 

Premises 

A builder had been instructed to repair the guttering 

All three high risk items on the fire risk report had been done, and MJa is now looking at 
completing the items on the medium risk list. 

MJa is to get a ‘sign in’ book for anyone who is alone in the club, or in the club but not 
actually playing bridge, to sign in and out of. More details to follow. 

Simon Woolham has donated a desk to the club for which we are very grateful. 

9 Initial Investigation Committee 

Ann Wall and Jonathan Brayshaw have agreed to remain on the initial Investigation 
Committee. Keith Cornish has offered to take the place of Mary Whyms who agreed to stay 
until the end of the legal case. MJo suggested we have a bigger pool than three and 
therefore David Adams is to be approached by DW and asked to be the first stand by. 

10      Committee Planning for 2016 

DW confirmed with the new members that meeting once per month was acceptable. 
Aspects of the tasks for the committee were then discussed 

 House - MJa and SV are to prepare a planned maintenance programme. 



SV to take on the role of looking at what should be done with the flat. He will contact the 
council to enquire what needs to be done so that the flat can be re-designated and 
therefore be exempt from council tax and he will also look at the viability and implications of 
renting out the flat. 

It was agreed that the chiller is to be turned off and used only when needed for special 
events. The drinks will be put into the fridge in the kitchen and some new shelves will be put 
into the alcove for glasses. MJa to organise.  

MJa to purchase a new telephone for the club 

Finance and Membership -GF BP and PC are to form a sub group to look at the whole area 
of subscriptions/table money including the idea of abolishing subs. They will also look at the 
Gold Bond Scheme and Insurances . 

Competitions - GJ is to encourage people to do their stand by and attempt to fill up the 
spaces we currently have. 

The number of Sims Pairs we participate in was discussed. Currently we enter into 3 
Yorkshire events and 2 EBU events. The committee were split as to whether or not to 
increase this number. DW is to gender feedback from the membership in his May note. 

Teaching and Development - GJ to lead on this area. He will attempt to make use of all 
available sessions at the club. GJ is to find out the cost of the EBUTA course so that we can 
make a decision about how much we can subsidise the training by. Richard Gilbert has 
expressed interest in doing the training. 

Constitution - Jonathan Brayshaw and Raphael Grossman have offered to look at this. DW 
BP SV and MJo will be involved with these discussions. It was suggested that Jonathan take 
the lead role and that Mick Warrick also be consulted.  

IT -Baz Caygill is currently looking after the IT for the club but with limited time, this needs 
supporting. MJa, PC and Richard Gilbert, together with Baz Caygill  are to be asked to form a 
sub group to look at possibly changing the current system. PC and DW to set up this group. 

Communications - FD is to take on the responsibility for keeping the notice boards all 
around the club tidy and current. 

The Chair’s note from April onwards will go out by e-mail as well as being displayed on the 
notice board. 

Future agendas will include the seven aspects above. 

Suggestions posted into the committee box in the main playing area are welcomed. 

11 AOB 

MJa was asked to purchase a booster for the internet to plug in next to table6/7 downstairs 
to improve the service 

 Following the very generous bequeath from Roy Barber it was agreed to change the name 
of the Diamond Cup to The Roy Barber Cup. This is awarded to a newcomer. The money will 
go to support teaching/development at the club and to encourage young people to play. 
Some of the money will go immediately to support Dominic Rayner and Emma Bentley who 
will be representing England in the European Championships in Latvia this summer. 



A point of interest is that the late Roy Barber invented, in the late 1950’s, the Barber 
responses to an Acol 2club opener as follows: 

2D = 0-2    2H = 3 or 4   2S = 5 or 6 and 2NT = 7 or 8 (this was modified to 3C in later years.) 
This system is still in use today.  

 

 10    Date of the next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 10th May, 2016 at 4.00pm. This meeting ended at 
6.00pm 

 

 


