
Sheffield Bridge Club 

Committee Minutes 18 February 2016 at 4pm 

Present: D Waxman (DW), D Rayner (DR), G Foley(GF), B Partridge (BP),M James (MJa) 

 M Johnson (MJo), A Cockerill (AC), J Rodgers(JR) M Cooper (MC) 

Apologies: S Village (SV) 

1           Minutes of the meeting held on January 20th 2016 were approved 

2            Matters Arising 

Dominic Rayner agreed to move his ‘play and learn’ session to Wednesday morning rather 
than Tuesday afternoon and this is now successfully in operation 

The new session on Wednesday afternoon has been implemented and is going very well 
with several new members being generated 

3           Correspondence, membership and other secretarial business 

A complaint has been received by the chair from a member who objected to our decision to 
reward a member with a letter of thanks and a bottle of wine for work they had carried out 
in the club, on the grounds that there are lots of people who do a lot of work on a voluntary 
basis without receiving a letter or a gift.  It has been pointed out that we commissioned the 
member to carry out the work on a professional basis with the expectation to pay the going 
rate for the work but were informed there would be no bill after the work was done which 
was seen as different from other members who volunteer to do work for the club. 

An e mail has been received from Lesley Blanchard asking the committee to reconsider its 
decision to abandon the bi monthly prize ladder and offering to help with running it. It was 
decided that with Lesley’s offer of help, the scheme is reinstated. The prize options will 
include a free game of bridge.  

An e mail to DR from Arthur Hughes enquiring about arrangements to use the club for 
matches prompted a discussion about this issue. It is agreed to ask Bazil Caygill to put the 
information on the web site. MC is the first contact for organising use of the club for outside 
matches and, if Monika is away, MJo should be contacted. If duplimated boards are needed, 
please contact BP. 

4            Treasurers Report 

We are extremely grateful to the late Roy Barber who bequeathed £10,000 to the Sheffield 
Bridge Club in his will. 

Our cash funds are currently adequate to meet the creditors as they arise 

The cash box in the lounge is to be removed and the cash box in the kitchen will be used for 
both the bar and lounge.  

Glyn outlined how a token system would work at the club to reduce the amount of cash that 
has to be handled. The system will be introduced in late Spring.  

 



5            TD’s Report 

 BP confirmed that there are adequate supplies of score cards available in the cellar 

The new bidding box cards are now in stock and BP is going to find a volunteer to monitor 
and change the cards where needed 

LOG is running without any problems 

 
6      Progress Reports 

(a)  Events 
There is to be a special Monday afternoon session on Easter Monday with a break for tea 
and cake in the afternoon and spot Easter egg prizes 
There will be food and refreshments provided at both the special events planned for the two 
May bank holidays. Posters will be displayed at the club with full details nearer the time. 

(b) Management of Premises 
MJa is to make a decision about whether or not to move the chiller from the lounge into the 
refreshment area and to decide what is needed with regards to our freezer/fridge 
requirements and then to implement what is decided.  
MJa will implement the recommendations made by the fire officer in his recent assessment 
of the club which are considered to be most important 
MJa is to replace the key safe 
MC is to draw up a list of duties for the person who is on duty to lock up the club. This will 
include a reminder to ensure that the glass washer is always switched off before the club is 
locked up 
MJa and MC to organise changing the alarm code for the premises and notify those 
members who need to know. 

7     Legal Proceedings 

It was unanimously agreed that the offer to withdraw the claim made by a former member 
against ten current members of Sheffield Bridge Club on a “drop hands” basis with each 
party bearing their own costs should be accepted. 

The acting Vice Chair was required to instruct the Club’s solicitors to this effect and that she 
asks them to seek confirmation that the former member will acknowledge that he has no 
claim or claims whatsoever against the sued, the present Committee, the Club or its 
members 

Margaret Johnson was thanked for all of her substantial and demanding work in leading the 
Committee’s liaison with the Club’s legal representatives. 

8      AOB 

DW confirmed that expenses incurred by members whilst carrying out work on behalf of the 
club could be claimed back and members were encouraged to do so. 

MC asked if we were agreeable to allowing a charity bridge event to take place one Tuesday 
afternoon at the club to raise money for MacMillan and Weston Park. It was agreed by the 
committee but noted that this would be a ‘one off’ event. 

DR agreed to take on the role of sending ‘Thinking of You’ and ‘Get Well’ cards to club 
members who were ill. Sympathy cards will be sent where a couple are both members of the 



club. We will endeavour to ensure that at least one member of the Committee or a club 
member on the Committee’s behalf will attend the funeral of former members. 

It was noted that most of our current teachers are looking to retire or reduce their hours this 
year and so Teaching will be made an agenda item at our April meeting. 

9     EGM 

 The date for the EGM was confirmed to be Monday, 11th April 2016 

The business to be conducted at the EGM will be confirmed in writing after the next 
committee meeting when a formal notice will be issued calling the meeting. 

10    Date of the next meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 10th March, 2016 at 4.00pm. This meeting ended 
at 6.00pm 


