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Sheffield Bridge Club 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  
held on Monday 27 October 2015 at 7.30 pm at the Club premises 
 
Chairman: Ann Wall 
 
1 The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm. 

 
2 Number of members present was 82. 

The attendance list is available in Appendix 1 
 

3 Apologies for absence had been received from 10 members.   
The apologies list is available in Appendix 1 

 
4 Appointment of tellers 

Martin Pierce and Martin James were appointed as tellers.  
 
5 Minutes of the 2014 AGM were accepted as a true and correct record. 
 
6 Matters arising   

None 
 
7 Chairman’s Report 

Ann Wall presented her report, thanking all who had contributed to the running of the Club 
and outlining all major achievements and developments at the Club during the year. 
Particular mention was made of the outstanding service to the Club given by the out-going 
Treasurer. 
The full text of this Report is attached in Appendix 3 (Annual Report). 
 
The meeting observed a short period of silence to mark the death of Shirley Sellars.   
 
A vote of thanks was made to the Chairman for all her work during the year. 

 
8 Treasurer’s Report 

Simon Woolham presented his report, highlighting the overall state of the Club’s finances.   
The full text of this Report is attached in Appendix 3 (Annual Report) together with an 
additional document which gave updated current figures.  This document is attached as 
Appendix 2. 
 
The Treasurer’s Report was accepted with 1 abstention. 
 

9 Chief Tournament Director’s Report 
Barrie Partridge presented his Report. 
The full text of this Report is attached in Appendix 3 (Annual Report) 

 
10 Administration Manager’s Report 

Stuart Fletcher presented his Report.  It was reported also that planning consent for the 
disabled car park had been refused.  Our architect is in the process of preparing an appeal.  
Stuart clarified points raised from the floor and proposed an amendment to Proposal 1 as 
follows: 
“That we investigate obtaining a loan in principle of £80000 without incurring any finance 
costs.  Subsequently if the loan was formalised it could be used to fund Phase 2.  That a 
maximum spend of £5 000 is made out of existing revenues for the initial planning stage and 
no further spend is incurred until after the court case.  If the outcome of the court case is of 
an adverse nature and as a result it is deemed that we are unable to fund the loan for Phase 
2 and the court case the loan could be formalised to fund the cost of the court case.“ 
The full text of this Report is attached in Appendix 3 (Annual Report) 
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11 Election of Officers 
The six members standing as Officers of the Committee were elected unopposed: 
 
Chairman:   Ann Wall 
Vice-Chairman:   Mary Whyms 
Treasurer:   Glyn Foley 
Secretary:   Lesley Blanchard 
Chief Tournament Director: Barrie Partridge 
Administration Manager: Stuart Fletcher 
 
Seven valid nominations had been made for the six places available for ordinary Committee 
members.  Those duly elected were 
 

Don Atkinson  
Ann Cockerill 
Monika Cooper 
Margaret Johnson 
Dawn Rayner 
Stephen Village 

 
11 Amendments to the Regulations 

No amendments had been made. 
 
12 Amendments to the Constitution 

No amendments had been made. 
 
13 Proposals concerning the future running of the Club 
 

The following motion was tabled: 
 
“The committee recommends that Phase 2 of the SBC Improvement Plan, requiring 
approximately £80 000, be covered by a loan over 5 years financed by the annual 
savings from not employing a steward.” 
 

An amendment that 
 
“This loan for £80 000 would only be sought after the outcome of the lawsuit is 
known and the total costs to the Club are clear and only after the outstanding debts 
to Club members have been paid” 
 

was proposed by Jean Rodgers and seconded by Morag Laycock and carried. 
 

An amendment that 
 
“no new capital projects could be made without the approval of an EGM or AGM” 
 

was proposed by Fiona Sutherland and carried. 
 

The substantive motion that 
 
“Phase 2 of the SBC Improvement Plan, requiring approximately £80 000, be covered 
by a loan over 5 years financed by the annual savings from not employing a steward 
with the two provisos: 
Firstly that no money for new capital projects can be borrowed until the outcome of 
the lawsuit is known and repayment has been made of outstanding debts to Club 
members. 
Secondly that an EGM or AGM would be held subsequently to decide whether or not 
to proceed with any proposed new capital projects” 
 

was then carried. 
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A second motion that 
 

“in line with existing well established EBU practice, Sheffield Bridge Club introduces 
an approximate 50% discount on table fees for all members under the age of 25 by 
bringing their fees in line with those for full-time students under 25 (currently 
£1.50). 
 
That the subscriptions for all members under 25 on the first day of the club year be 
reduced to that currently limited to full-time students under the age of 25. (currently 
£5)” 

 
was proposed by Sandy Davies and seconded by David Waxman.  This proposal was 
carried. 
 

14 Presentation of trophies 
Trophies were presented to those winners who were present.  
 

15 Any other business 
1 Change from aggregate scoring to Cross Imps scoring 

This item was referred back to the committee. 
2 Standby System   

Arising from the discussion at the last AGM, it was reported that the committee had 
evaluated the new system compared with the old. The data on which this evaluation 
was based together with committee actions had been reported in the minutes of the 
November 2014 meeting. 

3 Status of the Pro-Am event with respect to P2P obligations 
Arising from a question raised at the last AGM, it was reported that the committee had 
published clarification of this in the minutes of the November 2014 meeting. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 10.30pm. 
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Appendix 1 
 
Sheffield Bridge Club  
Annual General Meeting 2015 
 
Present 
 
Don Atkinson, Bill Barraclough, Pat Battams, Fiona Begbie, Emma Bentley, Lesley Blanchard,  
Ken Bramall, Jonathan Brayshaw, Angela Bright, Mike Brumby, Peter Camm, Bazil Caygill,  
Robert Clark, Ann Cockerill, Ian Cockerill, Monika Cooper, Keith Cornish, Sandy Davies,  
David Dempsey, Fiona Drew, Rita Duce, Dave Duckworth, June Dyal, John Edwards, David Fletcher, 
Stuart Fletcher, Glyn Foley, Gillian Fowler, Tony Fowler, John Gibson, Richard Gilbert,  
Raphael Grossman, Mike Heaney, Janet Hempson, Peter Hempson, Lol Hinchcliffe, Mary Hinchcliffe, 
Vicki Hinchliffe, Arthur Hughes, Judy Jackson, Terry Jacobs, Martyn James, Graham Jepson,  
Ian Johnson, Margaret Johnson, Alex Kerr, Morag Laycock, Gill Leeson, Margaret Manson, Jo Mills, 
Elizabeth Nimmo, Christine Parker, Barrie Partridge, Martin Pierce, Richard Pike, Mike Pomfrey, 
Tony Potter, Pat Powell, Dawn Rayner, Dominic Rayner, David Reeves, Kate Richards,  
Ruth Ringrose, Jean Rodgers, Mike Rodgers, Fiona Sutherland, Rob Turner, Neville Vickery,  
Bernard Vielle, Clare Vielle, Stephen Village, Ann Wall, Toby Wall, Carol Walton, Michael Warwick, 
Mary Watson, David Waxman, Graham White, Mary Whyms, Gill Woodcock, Simon Woolham,  
Sue Wormald. [82 attendees] 
 
Apologies for absence 
 
Alison Bloxham, John Bright, Peter Riggall, Chris Riggall, Mike Ruck, Renee Streets, Pat Ward,  
Lynn Wilfin, Stephen Wilfin, Rosemary Woolham [10 apologies] 
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Appendix 2 
 
Treasurer’s Report to AGM – Legal update 
 
 
Members will have heard that at the Pre-Trial review the judge set the trial date for 29th February 
and determined that a ten day trial would be required rather than the five days allowed for in 
previous cost estimates. Since that last estimate in December 2012 our solicitor’s hourly rates have 
also increased.  The effect of this is to increase the legal costs estimate to £174 000. The Club has 
already paid £75 000 to date leaving a balance of £99 000 still to be funded from current assets 
and future revenue. 
 
The Club presently has £73 000 in its bank accounts of which £35 000 is due to creditors (Gold 
Bond holders £6 000 and Legal Fund £29 000). I should like to retain £10 000 as working capital, 
which would leave £28 000 available. There is thus a shortfall of £71 000 which may be needed at 
the conclusion of the court case should it run its full length and there were to be no further costs 
imposed by the court in addition to our own legal fees. 
 
This will probably need to be financed from future revenue by means of a loan. In September 2012 
I obtained a quote of 6.5% for this sum from HSBC which would involve annual repayments of  
£9 700 if over 10 years (or £16 700 if over 5 years). 
 
Proposal No. 1 before the Club today is for a loan of £80 000 to finance stage 2 of the building 
program, which would be repaid over 5 years. This would, at the same rate of interest, cost  
£18 800 per year. 
 
If the Club decides to accept this proposal the two loans added together would commit the Club to 
annual repayments of £28 500 per year for 5 years followed by £9 700 per year for a further 5 
years. The Club last year had a surplus of nearly £35 000. In the two years prior to that the 
surplus, after excluding the cost of having a steward and allowing for extra cleaning costs and 
increased income from the sale of refreshments, would have been £32 700 and £30 000. I think 
that this indicates that the proposal is feasible. 
 
I have allowed, in this assessment, for the repayment of all creditors in full. However, during my 
tenure as treasurer no-one has asked to cash in their Gold Bond so it is probably likely that that 
this situation will continue. With regard to the loans from 33 club members, so kindly made to the 
Club, to assist with cash flow at the inception of the case, these can be repaid on request if this is 
necessary.  
 
In summary, so long as the court case does not go against us, I think we can afford both to defend 
ourselves and continue to go forward with the development of the Club and improvement of 
facilities for members.  
 

A.S.Woolham  
23 October 2015 

 
 
 


