
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members         
  
September 2017 
 

 Since the last note in July, we are sad to report that Alan Gunnee has passed away as has 
Mike Gourlay, a recently lapsed but well known member  
 

 On 20 July Dominic Rayner was interviewed on Radio Sheffield with him taking the 
opportunity to promote the Club. 

 

 Helen McCormac and Maire Reilly, assisted by Graham Jepson, organised and ran nine 
successful morning Minibridge sessions for children aged 8+ on mornings at the start 
and end of the school holiday period.  
 
The numbers were not large but all participants, including some parents, enjoyed 
themselves greatly. English Bridge Education and Development contributed £100.00 to 
cover the associated costs. Subject to space restrictions, a photo or two from the 
sessions will appear in the next edition of English Bridge.  
 
It is intended to repeat similar schemes in the future during Easter and summer school 
holidays and at half term breaks. 

 

 These activities prompted a successful application for the Club’s work with children to be 
accredited by the local authority managed Sheffield Children’s University under their 
Learning Destinations scheme. As a result children who take part in our lessons will 
receive credits towards awards. 
 

 Helen and Maire are establishing a Junior club, for those aged 8+, operating 4.00pm to 
6.00pm on Fridays starting from 06 October; they also are planning a Family Card 
Games day on a Sunday in November. 
 

 Ian and Julie Grant have now started their Thursday night beginners course, while taking 
their previous cohort further with “next steps” sessions on Tuesday afternoons. 
 

 The new Friday afternoon “gentle” session targeted at those progressing from classes 
and other inexperienced players started on 01 September. Those coming along have 
indicated their appreciation of the “No Fear Bridge” and learning how to use a 
BridgeMate. 
 

 John Edwards has volunteered to take over the Handicap scheme and transform it into 
an Improvement League, while also adding a relative Improvement League. Barrie 
Partridge and John will circulate details as to how they will operate on a separate notice.  
 

 We would remind you of the Partner Finder facility on Pianola which is a valuable help to 
those looking for a game at any time, but which is currently under-used. It does allow you 
to offer open invitations or target specific members as you wish. 
 

 Barrie has held two seminars for our club Tournament Directors to apprise them of 
recent rule changes, which the Club has now implemented.  
 

 A Bowls/Bridge day was held on 26 September, at Millhouses Park Bowling Club, 
organised by Graham Jepson with help from Jeff Wragg. This was arranged at short 
notice and so not advertised extensively.  



The profit of £120.00 from the venture was donated to Macmillan Cancer Support 
Sheffield branch. Those taking part enjoyed the morning which was followed up with a 
sandwich lunch, kindly provided by Graham and a short session of Bridge. 
 

 Members are reminded that visitors pay an additional £1.00 table money (£4.00 in total), 
which should be paid to the cashier on arrival. This will greatly assist the volunteer 
cashiers. 

 
On the Playing Side 

 

 The 2016/2017 season ending on 31 July saw the following trophy winners: 
 
Allen  David Waxman Patterson Mary Whyms 
Barber Richard Brown Paton Mike Brumby 
Rankin Mick Lindley Chamberlain Tom Gisborne 
Frith Simon Woolham Lee Peter Flavell 
Jepson Rita Duce Sutton Rita Duce 

 

 Arthur Hughes finished an excellent first in the EBU Summer Meeting Seniors Pairs. 
 

 In recent Club events, the Lord Mayor’s Pairs was won comfortably by Robert and Simon 
Woolham and Judy Jackson, Barrie Partridge, Fiona Sutherland and Graham White had an 
excellent victory in the Vice Chairman’s Teams. 
 

 Roman Gembicki won the Derbyshire Green pointed 1-day Swiss Pairs. 
 

 The annual PRO-AM series is now completed with Dominic Rayner winning the “PRO” prize 
and Carol Jackson the ”AM”. This year Graham Jepson took over the organisation from Gill 
Woodcock, so he warrants our thanks as does Dominic who provided a lot of practical help. 
 

 You will be aware of recent slow uploading of results to the website and e-mail notifications. 
This has been caused by teething problems arising from our changing the internet provider 
from BT to TalkTalk for financial reasons. Steps are in hand to resolve the problem so 
hopefully by the time this note is distributed it will be “service as normal”. 

 
Regarding the forthcoming AGM 
 

 The AGM will take place on Monday 30 October starting at 7.15 pm.  
 

 Annual reports will be circulated in advance and nomination forms for Officer positions and 
ordinary Committee members will be posted on the downstairs noticeboard in the alcove. 
 

 The Committee does not intend proposing any changes to the Constitution or resolutions. 
Members wishing to propose any resolutions should forward these to the Secretary by 15 
October to allow them to be displayed on the noticeboard. 
 

 There are, however, a number of changes to the regulations that need to be endorsed. 
 

 It is worth noting that there a number of current Officers and Committee members are not 
standing for re-election for personal reasons. Thus “new blood” will be required and we 
hope that some of our more recent members will come forward bringing with them fresh 
ideas and perspectives. 

 
David Waxman September 2017 


