
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members          March 2017 
 

 Most of you will know Carol Walton died on 02 March after a long illness. Carol had a 
great group of friends and followers at the Club, who will miss her very much. The 
funeral takes place on Friday 24 March at 3.30 pm at Hutcliffe Wood. 
 

 The interior decoration is now well underway. Again, please accept our apologies for 
any consequential inconvenience - we all seem to have coped quite well; thank you. 

 

 We would be grateful if those arriving early at the Club who use the car park fill up 
from the back of the available space. There have been comments about difficulties 
caused for others when this does not happen. 

 

 The PRO-AM starts on 24 April with the other dates being 22 May, 26 June, 31 July, 
21 August and 25 September. It can be difficult to get sufficient “PROS” so the 
request is that experienced players consider helping with this highly worthwhile 
venture. There will be a sign up list on the noticeboard each month. 

 

After many years Gill Woodcock has given up running the PRO-AM and Graham 
Jepson has taken over, so please use Graham as the contact for any queries. 

 

 Dominic Rayner asks that we remind members of the Intermediate and Advanced 
learner classes held on Tuesday and Friday mornings respectively. The Intermediate 
classes target group is recent learners. Advanced classes are aimed at members with 
experience of Duplicate but who want to learn more new elements of bidding and 
play. The full programme of lessons provided by the Club is available on the website 
 

 As recent Saturday night numbers have sometimes been fairly low, the Committee 
asked about the current level of interest. This led to a strong lobby for retaining the 
session, reflecting that it is, and will remain, a highly valued session in the weekly 
programme. 

 

 In the Committee there is a good mix of experienced and inexperienced players. 
Those at the inexperienced end of the spectrum having pointed out the mysteries of 
the whole structure and basis of Duplicate Bridge. Consequently, Graham Jepson, 
Barrie Partridge and I have compiled a set of short Information Sheets which will be 
circulated shortly.  

 

 It has also been suggested that we produce a second set of sheets dealing with 
etiquette and ethics at the table, again primarily to help newer players. This will be 
produced in the next few weeks. A third set detailing how Sheffield Bridge Club 
operates will follow. Ideas for other short papers would be welcome. 

 

 There are still plenty of gaps on the standby list. Please consider signing up; it really 
is a straightforward process using the “Standby and Partners” section of the Club 
website. Once you have entered details, Baz Caygill updates the website daily.  

 

 The Bridgemates are cleaned once a month routinely but can get grubby in the 
interim. There are “telephone wipes” available, should they be in need of a quick 
clean and these are located on the downstairs room mantelpiece. 

 



 Dominic Rayner has been asked to create a Facebook account for our Club. It is 
hoped that those of you who use Facebook will find it useful and sign up as “friends”. 
It offers another speedy method of communicating with members. 

 

 One of the boilers in the kitchen has been out of commission for a few weeks. Many 
thanks are accorded to Simon Woolham who has got it working again thus adding the 
long list of areas in which he helps that the Club function effectively. 

 

On the playing side 
 

 Many congratulations to Sandy Davies & Tom Gisborne on adding to their major 
trophy list by winning the highly prestigious EBU Premier Grand Masters Pairs. They 
were also successful in winning the Club Mixed Pairs a few days earlier. 

 

 It is great to be able to report that Sheffield A retained the Yorkshire League Division1 
championship in a tight finish, while Sheffield D were comfortable champions of 
Division 3 and Sheffield G gained promotion from Division 8. On the other hand, 
Sheffield B were relegated from Division 1and Sheffield C from Division 2. 
 

The following members represented Sheffield A over the season - Mike Pomfrey 
(captain), Keith Cornish, Sandy Davies, David Fletcher, Tom Gisborne, Arthur 
Hughes, Frank Littlewood, David Musson, Richard Pike, Dominic Rayner, David 
Robinson, Pete Waterman and David Waxman. 
 

Players representing the D team - David Narcross (captain), Bill Barraclough, Dave 
Duckworth, Richard Gilbert, Terry Jacobs, Bill Milligan, Steve Mulligan, Fiona 
Sutherland, Robin Warner, Robert Woolham and Simon Woolham.  
 

Players in the promoted G team were Graham Lyon (Captain), Don Atkinson, Mary 
Cousins, Jan Coutts, June Dyal, Rosemary Johnson, Maire Reilly, Graham White, 
Rosemary Woolham, Sue Wormald, Jeff Wragg  and Joan Wragg.  

 

 Further congratulations to Raphael Grossman and Arthur Hughes on winning the 

National Pairs Northern Regional Final by a runaway margin and finishing a close 
second when the event was scored nationally across five heats. 
 

 A heat of the Regional Improvers Pairs on Friday 28 April will be held as part of the 
regular duplicate. It is open to all players below the rank of Master and is a qualifier 
for a regional Final to be held on 14 May. Details will be circulated to those eligible. 
 

 Events reminders: Easter Swiss Pairs - Thursday 13 April (6.45pm) and don’t forget 
the Easter Monday session includes a break for a cream tea - £5.00 table money 
including the tea. Also the Vera Copestake Multiple Teams event is on 25 April. 

 

 The annual friendly match versus Derby (away) is arranged for 09 July. Please let 
Barrie Partridge know if you would be interested in playing in this Teams-of-12 match. 
 

Finally 
 

 Having decided to move to a 2-monthly meeting cycle, the next Committee meeting is 
on 09 May. Thus the next Committee note will not be until after that meeting unless 
there is a particular need. 
 

David Waxman 


