
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members  January 2017 
 

The January committee meeting made very significant decisions in relation to two main areas – 
premises refurbishment and table money/subscriptions. 
 

Regarding refurbishment  
 

 It has been recognised for some time that the playing areas desperately need 
refurbishment. Aspects to be improved this year are lighting, internal decoration, blinds and 
external decoration. Quotations have been received for all four. 

 

 The first development will be new lighting with 600m x 600m LED De Luci panels being 
installed giving lux levels of 300-450lm. These should improve the visual effect and will be 
much cheaper to run. Fitting will take place in the next few weeks and will be carried out 
with minimum disruption to playing sessions. 

 

 The opportunity to remove the old fashioned chandelier will be taken – it is interesting that 
two senior players with 110 years membership between them were unaware of its presence 
so it is hard to believe that it will be missed. 

 

 Internal decoration will be the next step. This requires careful planning so as to minimise the 
inevitable disruption to the running of the Club. Before decoration starts we will have to 
prepare the Club ourselves and hope many of you will help. Obviously we will keep you 
informed about timing and any changes to the playing programme both with announcements 
and Pianola notices.  

 

 Once the painting is complete, the blinds will be replaced. Having taken advice from fitters 
the replacements will be similar strip blinds rather than wooden shutters.  

 

 Finally, external decoration is planned for the summer. Thanks go to Stephen Village, David 
Dempsey and Christine Parker who have led the planning so far.  

 

 The total cost of all four developments will be around £18,000 spread over this financial year 
and next. 

 

Regarding table money and subscriptions  
 

 The committee‘s basic belief is that the subscription level and table money should be 
harmonised, with all members sharing the costs of running the club equally. Afternoon table 
money has risen periodically over the last few years from an artificially low level and rose to 
£3 only this month, but we cannot see the justification for any continuing differential.  

 

 In respect of subscriptions a number of members have argued that if we have “afternoon 
only” membership then why not also have “evening only”.  

 

 The Committee firmly believes that all members should be treated equally, with just one 
membership category and one level of table money (except for Under 25’s and refugees as 
at present). Of course, this also simplifies administration. 

 

 The consequence is that, for the 2017/2018 season starting on 01 August, table money for 
all sessions will be £3 and subscriptions £24. New members joining mid-year will continue to 
pay a pro rata subscription for that year. 

 

 In seeking to equalise charges we did not want to increase afternoon fees for a 4th time 
within a relatively short period. It is recognised that the subscription for afternoon 
members will rise, whilst full members benefit from a reduction.  



 The Committee believes that the current differentials cannot be justified and hope that 
the 72 afternoon only members accept that single levels of fees are justified and also 
hope that they will be encouraged to play some evenings. 

 

 The changes will result in a reduction of annual income of around £5,000. In effect the 
changes pass on to members some of the savings made by volunteers undertaking more 
of the duties previously undertaken by the steward. This has become possible now, with 
the legal dispute settled. The committee considered all the changes at length and 
believes the club remains in a financially strong position going forward. 

 

Other points to note: 
 

 We wish to remind members that tables should be left tidy at the session end. 
 

 Concerns are still being expressed regarding late evening finishes. All players are asked 
to play their part by being mindful in maintaining momentum and help the TD’s with their 
task of movement being based on 7½ minutes per board. 

 

 A number of left-handed players seem unaware that suitable and improved left-handed 
bidding boxes are available. They are the dark green bidding boxes kept at the end of 
both the playing rooms; please just ask the TD if you want one. 

 

In terms of marketing/promotion activity 
 

 You may have heard Christine Parker interviewed by Rony Robinson on Radio Sheffield 
last month. Graham Jepson faced the same experience this month. Although, the 
interview focus was on their lives both “plugged” Bridge and specifically our club. 

 

 A new 8 week introductory programme of lessons “First Steps”, teaching all aspects of 
Bridge card play using MiniBridge, starts on Tuesday afternoons from 07 February. The 
course will be led by Ian and Julie Grant. “Basic Bidding” a follow on course will 
commence after Easter. 

 

 While recognising the national fall in participation, we remain particularly concerned 
about Thursday evening numbers and, more generally, how to encourage learners and 
less experienced players to progress to other sessions. The committee is also 
considering the best way of reintroducing a buddying system and how Thursday 
evenings could become attractive to more members. We would welcome any ideas or 
feedback on these matters from members. 

 

 The introduction of another more relaxed duplicate session aimed at players progressing 
out of lessons, as per Wednesday afternoon, is being considered. 
 

On the playing side: 
 

 The Sheffield heat provided 11 of the 50 pairs for the 3 venue EBU Really Easy 
Afternoon. Mary Cousins and Graham White finished a commendable 2nd overall. 
 

 Dominic Rayner finished a 10th out of 122 pairs at the London EBU Year End Congress. 
Given the high quality opposition this was a fine performance. 

 

 Glyn Foley and Simon Woolham won the New Year Swiss Pairs. Handicap prize winners 
were Jean Bowie & Jane Kirk and Robin Warner & Pete Waterman. Anne Cockerill, 
assisted by husband Ian, served up a top class tea including an astonishing array of 
delectable sweets. Thanks also go to Margot Stuart Harris who continued her tradition of 
providing a lovely Christmas cake. 

 

David Waxman  


