
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members December 2016 
 

 Many of you will be aware that Dr John Hasan, a much liked long standing 
member and a former Chairman, died last month. Barrie tells us that he was 
still playing online until a few days before his death.  
 

 The “pool” of members from which Disciplinary and Conduct panels will be drawn, 
as and when required, has now been formed. They are David Adams, Judy Ballin, 
Jonathan Brayshaw, Keith Cornish, Judy Jackson, David Penfold, Martin Pierce, 
Michele Saffer, Clare Vielle, Ann Wall and Mick Warwick.  

 

 There are a number of domestic/building related issues to report: 
 

- The repair work to the chimneys has been carried out with thanks to David 
Dempsey for sorting this matter.  

 
- David is also helping Stephen Village to obtain estimates for developments 

to be carried out in 2017. The first priorities are internal lighting, internal 
decoration and attending to the window blinds. The Committee will consider 
estimates in January aiming to start work soon afterwards. 

 

- Stephen’s efforts to get official recognition that the “flat” is not residential 
property have finally succeeded. We have been notified that the change is 
effective from 13 October giving a financial benefit of around £1000 p.a. 

 

- We now know that local residents objected to tree removal on Thornsett 
Road meaning that it will be between 3 and 15 months before final decisions 
are made. This makes it harder to know when to carry out the repair work to 
the front wall. Compensation is being sought from Streets Ahead as we 
believe that the cracks were exacerbated by recent pavement repair work. 
This will also take some time to resolve. 

 

- The company which has taken over the cleaning contract started on 12 
December for a 6 month trial period during which time standards of delivery 
will be closely monitored. 

 

- Ann Cockerill has now purchased new table covers as promised. 
 

- A handrail is to be fitted in the ladies’ toilet following a member request. 
 

 The decision to introduce clocks to help monitor slow play is under review. An 
alternative viewpoint came forward regarding how to try to avoid late finishes. 

 

 Members concerned about temperature levels are requested to only alter the 
thermostat in each area and not alter the timer or the radiators. 

 

 In terms of marketing/promotion activity: 
 

- Maire Reilly arranged for a display of Bridge which was held in the Winter 
Gardens on 10 December. Some members played a few hands whilst others 
leafletted passers-by and encouraged them to visit the Bridge tables. Quite a 
few did and chatted to the players and a couple even sat in and played. It is 
hoped the Star will feature the occasion - they have been sent photographs. 
 



Many thanks to Maire and the other club members involved - Ann Cockerill, 
Jan Coutts, Sandy Davies, David Dempsey, Richard Gilbert, Mike Heaney, 
Graham Jepson, Helen McCormac, Christine Parker, Fiona Sutherland, 
Jenny Weatherall, Lynn Wilfin and Stephen Wilfin. 

 

- The Open Day took place as planned on 11 December with 25 visitors 
coming along including a number of youngsters. The atmosphere was very 
positive. Apart from several committee members who turned up, the support 
of Alison Bloxham, Mary Cousins, Richard Gilbert, Ian Grant, Julie Grant, 
Maire Reilly, Dominic Rayner and Jean Rodgers was much appreciated. 

 

- Christine Parker has arranged to be interviewed by Radio Sheffield with the 
aim of promoting the club. 

 

- A new programme of beginner lessons with an 8 week introductory 
MiniBridge course organised led by Ian Grant with help will commence in 
January; precise time yet to be determined.  

  

 December 31 sees the end to a 4 month trial of funding Pianola plus for all 
members. The November note sought opinions regarding its retention - only 3 
members responded in favour. Consequently, as the cost is around £900 p.a., 
the Committee decided central financing cannot be justified. Obviously 
members can subscribe individually should they wish. Using a promotion code 
of ‘SHEFFIELD’ which will give a 20% discount for the first year. 
 

This is no way affects the Pianola results service, website or other standard 
facilities. The Partner Finder facility remains and can be very helpful if you are 
looking for a partner. Remember you can select who you wish to invite. 
  

 The customary mince pies, sherry and raffle will feature at sessions in the week 
leading up to Christmas 2016 - thanks go to Ann Cockerill and Claire Vielle. 
 

On the playing side: 
 

 On 27 December the Club is taking part in the EBU Really Easy Afternoon aimed 
at players with an NGS lower than Jack and master point status below Master. 
The hands will be played simultaneously at Billericay, Richmond and Sheffield 
Bridge Clubs. Please contact Graham Jepson (Tel: 2686258) for information.  

 

 The New Year Swiss pairs event will be held on 02 January - signup sheets are 
on the noticeboard. 
 

 Mick Lindley and Pat Powell deserve congratulations on their performance on 28 
November when they scored an astonishing 76.19% - over 20% ahead of 2nd. 

 

 After 3 rounds of the Yorkshire League, Sheffield H is our only team leading their 
division, though the A and D teams are sitting 2nd in their respective leagues. 

 
Finally festive greetings and best wishes for 2017 to all members and their 
families  

 
David Waxman  


