
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members November 2016 
 

 The EGM and AGM took place on 31 October with 60 members in attendance. 
Thank you to all who attended. The EGM ratified the proposed changes to the 
Constitution. The most substantial of these involved revising the Disciplinary 
procedures notably adding an external appeal element; removing the rarely used 
Honorary Membership category and changing the name of one of the Officer roles 
from Administration to House Manager to reflect current practice. 

 

 The new Disciplinary arrangements have brought about a reorganisation of the 
previous processes which has resulted in the creation of a new pool of members 
from which Conduct and Disciplinary Committees will be drawn. 

 

Twelve members have been approached to comprise the pool which will allow 
separate Committees to be constituted for any single issue. Their names will be 
published once confirmed. 
 

 A detailed Process document in support of the procedures using much of the 
feedback provided during the consultation will be developed by a sub-group. 

 

 The SBC Committee formed for 2016 - 2017 is as follows: 
 

Officers:  Chairman: David Waxman    Vice Chairman: Graham Jepson 
 Treasurer: Glyn Foley   Secretary: Fiona Drew  

House Manager: Ann Cockerill Chief TD: Barrie Partridge 
 

Ordinary Committee Members: Peter Camm; Zoe Hewertson; Jane Kirk; 
Christine Parker; Dawn Rayner and Stephen Village 

 

Peter Camm remains the Membership Secretary. The “new” Committee met on 08 
November and agreed an overall work scheme with elements of the Club’s 
operation allocated to Committee members to lead on each one.  
 
Committee Planning for 2016/2017 

 

Aspect Committee 
Member (s) 

Aspect Committee 
Member (s) 

    
House Ann Cockerill 

Zoe Hewertson 
Events Catering Ann Cockerill 

 
Building Stephen Village Finance and 

Membership 
Glyn Foley 
Peter Camm 
Barrie Partridge 

Tournament Barrie Partridge 
Jane Kirk 

Marketing Fiona Drew 
Christine Parker 
Dawn Rayner 
Graham Jepson 

Teaching Graham Jepson 
 

IT Peter Camm 

Communications Fiona Drew 
David Waxman 

  

 
We are very fortunate in having so many volunteers who help with each aspect for 
which the Committee is highly grateful.  
 



The committee remains appreciative of the work of Baz Caygill as IT Administrator 
and would, once again, like to thank him for all the time he has spent developing 
the excellent new SBC website and his continuing all round support on IT issues. 
 

 The League Operating Group for 2016/2017 comprises Barrie Partridge, Graham 
Jepson, Richard Gilbert, Raphael Grossman and Peter Stubbs 

 

 The Events Committee which manages catering needs at least a couple of extra 
members. Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact Ann Cockerill.  
 

 The Financial Strategy approved at the AGM concentrates on utilising any surplus 
reserves to fund improvements to the club and carry out refurbishments. This is 
likely to include safety issues, internal and external redecoration and 
enhancements to playing facilities with improved lighting an immediate priority. 
 

 Other immediate repair work to the chimneys is necessary as water is getting into 
the top floor “flat”. Many thanks to David Dempsey for his assistance with this 
matter. 

 

 Stephen Village, in leading buildings developments, requests members with 
known quality contacts to suggest contractors in areas such as decoration, 
lighting, plumbing etc. His email address is stephenvillage@aol.com 
 

 It has been decided to obtain new table covers as the current ones are very old. 
 

 Four members recently completed the Club Teacher training course - Richard 
Gilbert, Ian and Julie Grant and Maire Reilly. We are hoping to establish at least 
one more beginner class in January.  

 

The same weekend four members qualified as Club Tournament Directors - 
Monika Cooper, Glyn Foley, Martyn James and Dominic Rayner. Dawn Rayner 
and Ian and Julie Grant are part way through the course and will complete the 
assessment in January.   
 

Their efforts to gain teacher and TD status will be of great benefit to the club. 
 

 As promotional activity, the Committee agreed to hold an Open Day on Sunday 11 
December. Details are displayed on a poster at the club (once again thanks to 
Simon Woolham) and the aim is to advertise widely. Minibridge as well as Bridge 
will be demonstrated on the day. Please tell anyone you know who may be 
interested in taking up or coming back to Bridge. 

 
 

 The Committee’s concern about cracks in the front wall on Thornsett Road led to 
a structural inspection being commissioned. This showed that relatively minor 
attention is required but any work will have to await final decisions on tree felling 
in case further problems are created.  
 

It is possible that some of the damage has been caused by recent work on the 
pavement and we are in dialogue with Streets Ahead regarding possible 
compensation when the work is eventually carried out. Thanks go to John Gillis 
who has helped enormously in pursuing this matter. 
 

 Supported by advice from Zoe Hewertson, who revised the specification a few 
months ago, the Committee has felt that the standard of cleaning provided to the 
club does not meet the required standard. Consequently, new arrangements with 
a different company have been put in place from mid-December. 
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 The purchase of Pianola Plus for all members for a 4 month period ends on 31 
December. The cost to the Club of the Pianola Plus subscription over a full year 
would be nearly £900. The Committee believes that in practice few use the 
undoubtedly excellent Pianola Plus facilities. Whilst subscribing as a Club is 
patently cost efficient at 25 pence per member per month, if few members use it 
then this is not value for money overall. Thus the intention is to cease the Club 
subscription when the four months trial finishes.  

 

To help judge if we are correct please drop Peter Camm a short email if you use 
Pianola Plus - petergcamm@hotmail.com. Individual subscription would remain 
available at £3.00 per month. 
 

This is no way will affect the normal operation of Pianola and information that you 
receive at the end of a session, which will still provide the results, match point 
scores etc.  
 

 A number of members have expressed concern about the slow play leading to late 
finishes. As a further assist to TDs we have decided to install two clocks, one 
upstairs and one downstairs, to try to help regulate playing speeds. These work 
via two laptops. If any member is willing to donate an old laptop for this purpose 
please tell Barrie Partridge; alternatively we will buy two small second hand ones. 
 

 The Committee was asked to publish dates of its meetings in advance. It has 
been agreed that meetings will take place on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

 Plans are now in place to overcome the overcrowding pressures experienced on 
the first night of the Waddington League season when there were more than the 
anticipated number of matches and a lesson occurring simultaneously.  

 

Utilising the lounge makes it possible to keep lessons and matches sufficiently 
separate. In order to plan, prior knowledge regarding the number of matches 
taking place is required. A sign up list has been reintroduced - Monika Cooper 
needs to know in advance what matches are taking place. 

 
On the playing side: 
 

 Congratulations to Graham White team which won the Vice Chairman’s Teams 
last month. The rest of the team was David Adams, Bruno Brugger & Rob Turner. 
 

 Ian Johns came 2nd in the Swiss Pairs at the EBU Autumn Congress partnering a 
former pupil, David Bakhshi, the Great Britain international. 

 

 Sandy Davies &Tom Gisborne finished 2nd in the main Pairs event at the EBU 
Seniors Congress. Sandy and Tom followed this up by winning the Swiss Teams 
at the same event with Frank Littlewood and David Musson as teammates. 

 

 Additionally, later this month, Sandy and Tom, along with Richard Pike and David 
Robinson have again been selected to represent Yorkshire in the qualifying round 
of the Tollemache Cup - the EBU Inter Counties Teams of eight tournament.  This 
means that Sheffield provides two of the four pairs selected. 

 

 Well done to Raphael Grossman and Arthur Hughes - runaway winners of the 
Chairman’s Pairs. 

 
David Waxman 

November 2016 
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