
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members                 October 2016 
 

 September saw the Club’s 80th Anniversary celebrations taking place over one 
week. This entailed an all-day 80 Board Marathon; complimentary bubbly & cake on 
the actual anniversary date and the City Cup Challenge charity event. The 
Marathon was greatly enjoyed. Some members played all day, others joined in for 
some of the four distinct sessions. Appropriately the overall winners were two 
Trustees, Jonathan Brayshaw and Raphael Grossman. The Events Committee 
deserve many thanks for all the work involved in making the week a success. 
 

 Following the City Cup Challenge charity event the Club will be making a small 
donation to the Alzheimer Society 

 

 This month sees the Annual General Meeting - 31 October. Papers have been 
circulated and it hoped that we get a good attendance. Immediately prior to the 
AGM there will be an Extraordinary General Meeting. A number of constitutional 
changes are being proposed for ratification. These have been subject to a 3-week 
consultation period when members have had the opportunity to comment.  

 

 Apart from “tidying up” work the main changes can be summarised as: 
 

- Introducing an external appeal element to the Disciplinary Procedures 
- Removing the category of Honorary Membership 
- Reverting the title of the current Administration Manager officer position to 

House Manager 
 

The proposed procedures are aligned to the English Bridge Union model, Honorary 
Membership has been in abeyance for a few years and House Manager is a more 
apt description for the role carried out within the current committee methods. 

 

 When the work relating to new street lighting and the trees was being carried out on 
Thornsett Road we became concerned about possible consequent damage to the 
wall. We contacted the Council who promised to investigate the matter but at the 
same time an independent “Comfort Survey” has been commissioned. The 
Committee thanks John Gillis who has volunteered to help with the whole issue. 

 

 The disabled parking bay is now in place on Priory Road. Clearly, this does not 
solve all the issues of providing convenient parking for our members with mobility 
problems but is one step forward. The need for all of us to be mindful of leaving 
parking space adjacent to the club for those who need it the most remains. 

 

 Stephen Village has led a successful application for the top floor flat to be re-
designated for tax assessment purposes as non-residential. This will have a 
significant beneficial financial effect saving over £1000 a year in Council Tax once 
certain further measures are taken. 

 

 The Committee has agreed that a programme of updating internal lighting to LED 
lights should be undertaken. This is yet to start but is an early spending priority 
especially as a number of members have commented on deficiencies in the current 
lighting. Lighting improvements have been regarded as a necessary development 
for some time. 

 

 The October Committee meeting was the final one for Margaret Johnson who has 
completed a long and demanding stint on the committee in various capacities 
including that of Chairman during a particularly stressful period. Monika Cooper 



stands down having completed the maximum 3-year period and Martyn James has 
decided not to stand for re-election. All three have contributed so much in terms of 
time and effort and deserve enormous thanks. 

 

 On 27 September, James Ward delivered two presentations on how to benefit from 
Pianola and Pianola Plus. James is the creator of the system. Both sessions were 
extremely well received by the 35 or so attendees. We are now well into the four 
month period when Pianola Plus is paid for centrally on behalf of all members. The 
new Committee will have to decide whether to extend this from January. 
 

 The changeover in the system for booking stand-by slots from being paper-based to 
online has caused some initial concerns but it seems that members are increasingly 
adapting well to the new approach. Anyone still experiencing difficulties should 
inform Bazil Caygill and Peter Camm who will help resolve any issues. 
 

 On a personal level I recently became a Trustee of English Bridge Education and 
Development; the national charity established to promote Bridge. I have been given 
a couple of specific tasks one of which is to Chair a focus group looking at the work 
and future development of the English Bridge Teaching Association. This is quite 
daunting but very interesting and I am delighted that Ann Wall has agreed to be a 
member of the focus group. 

 

On the Playing side 
 

 Ian Johns & John O’Sullivan - members of the Garforth Swiss Teams winning team.  
 

 The five-session monthly PRO-AM event held is completed with all arrangements 
concluded successfully with the main thanks going to Gill Woodcock, the project’s 
organiser and driving force. Thanks also go to scorers who assisted Gill and, of 
course, all who took part. The 2016 winners were Dave Buckle (PRO) and Michele 
Saffer (AM). Gill has led the initiative for about ten years and has decided that 2016 
is her last one. Her efforts are greatly appreciated. Graham Jepson has agreed to 
take over the running of the PRO-AM next year. 

 

 Sheffield Pairs dominated the recent Great Northern Swiss Pairs Improvers event. 
Congratulations to the winners, Helen McCormac and Jenny Weatherall and to the 
runners up, Fiona Drew and Mick Warwick.  

 

 Players at the July European Youth Championships were invited by the Portuguese 
Bridge Federation to play in a major Congress which was held in the Azores this 
month. Dominic Rayner, playing with his England Under 25’s squad partner from 
Bristol University, came an impressive 3rd Youth Pairs and 16th in the Open Pairs. 

 

 After the final round of matches in the Northern Bridge League C Division Yorkshire 
South-East finished 1st in the C division. Sheffield players were highly prominent 
with 13 of the 16 pairs who played over the four rounds coming from this club. 
Congratulations go to: 

 

- Lesley Blanchard, Stuart Fletcher, John Squires, and Wendy Watson (3 
matches) 

- Dave Duckworth, David Narcross, Terry Jacobs and Robin Warner (2 matches) 
- Bill Barraclough, Janet Thomson, Glyn Foley and Peter Camm (1 match) 

 
David Waxman 
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