
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members       September 2016 
 

 The Club’s 80th anniversary is being celebrated with the main event next Monday, 19 
September, - an 80 board Bridge Marathon with buffet lunch and evening meal 
available. The usual Monday afternoon duplicate is incorporated. Members can play in 
as many of the 4 sessions as they wish - morning (16 Boards), afternoon (24 Boards), 
late afternoon (16 Boards) and evening (24 Boards). Spaces are still available for all 
sessions. 

 

 Additionally, next Thursday, 22 September, the actual anniversary date of the 
inauguration of the Club, complimentary bubbly & cake will be offered between the 
afternoon and evening sessions. A further part of the celebrations will be the City Cup 
Challenge (charity event) on Saturday evening 24 September 

 

 Following a representation from a member, Martyn James arranged for the installation 
of a new external light with sensors so considerably improving visibility on the path at 
night. Comments have been highly appreciative.  

 

 The Committee request to create a Disabled Parking Bay on Priory Road was 
approved and is now in place. The importance of leaving the most adjacent parking 
spaces to the Club free for use by members with mobility problems remains. This is 
often still being disregarded.  

 

 Hopefully you are all adapting to Pianola and the new website. The design by Baz 
Caygill is excellent and the information extensive. It does take time to get accustomed 
to studying results but all the detail of individual boards is there. 

 

 We have now commenced the four month trial of Pianola Plus which it is hoped is 
proving interesting to many of you. It does take time to get accustomed to fully 
understanding all of the considerable analysis and information available in both the 
results service and Pianola Plus. Consequently, two similar 30 minute + question time 
demonstration by James Ward, Pianola’s creator, has been arranged on 27 
September to be run, once at Noon and again at 2.00 pm.  
 

 The date of the Club AGM is 31 October. The meeting will start at the conclusion of 
the EGM which is called for 7.15pm. The purpose of the EGM is to consider 
amendments to the Constitution and may I remind you that comments on the draft, 
which is displayed on the club website, would be appreciated by 22 September.  

 

 Papers for the EGM and AGM will be distributed by 10 October at the latest. 
Nominations for Officers and Ordinary Committee members can be posted on the form 
which will be displayed on the noticeboard at the Club. We hope for a good attendance 
on 31 October. 

 

 A reminder that the system for determining the winners of our range of regular 
competitions has altered. The detailed changes are set out on the website under 
“ladders”. Basically, in order to qualify for any of the afternoon or evening competitions 
a player must participate 20 times during the year. After 20 scores are logged you can 
continue to try to improve your average. The winner will be decided by whoever has 
the best 20 score average at the end of the season. 

 

The removal of the effect of differing numbers of tables making it easier or harder to 
register points is regarded as an improvement on the previous system. 



 

 Re the Club’s teaching and development programme, this autumn sees Jean 
Rodgers and Ann Wall stepping down as teachers and Gill Woodcock reducing her 
input. We are immensely grateful to all three for their work over many years. 

 

 Richard Gilbert and Dominic Rayner have picked up a number of sessions. However, 
we would like to add at least one more beginner class to that held on Monday nights, 
and utilise other evening sessions to a greater extent. Currently, evening teaching is 
restricted to Mondays - leaving considerable space for more activity. 

 

 Richard has enrolled on a training course to be held at Huddersfield BC at the end of 
October. Especially in the light of the evening sessions being free other than on a 
Monday, the Club would benefit if more members were interested in picking up a 
teaching role 

 

 The plea for more help in clearing up the kitchen at the end of each session needs to 
be reinforced. In particular, more helping in stacking and unstacking the dishwasher 
remains necessary. 

 

 Noteworthy decisions from this month’s Committee meeting were that there will be a 
“no food” option at special events with a reduced entry fee and game tokens will be 
added to the prize possibilities. The next Committee meeting will be on 11 October. 

 

On the playing side 
 

 The 2015 - 2016 trophy winners were: 
 

Chamberlain Trophy  Mary Whyms Sutton Trophy  Elaine Fox 
Patterson Trophy  Glyn Foley  Frith Trophy  Robert Woolham 
Lee Trophy   Peter Flavell  Allen Trophy  Dawn Rayner 
Jepson Trophy  Mary Cousins Rankin Trophy  Mick Lindley 
Paton Trophy   Peter Flavell Pentathlon teams Roman Gembicki 
Pentathlon Pairs  Rod Hose  

 

 Rod Hose and Richard Wraight won the Lord Mayor’s Pairs on 29 August. 
 

 The summer Pro-Am programme of 5 monthly sessions nears its conclusion. Gill 
Woodcock’s superb organisation of the event is greatly valued. 

 

 Sheffield A (Sandy Davies & Tom Gisborne, Richard Pike & David Robinson and 
Graham Jepson & David Musson) had a great run reaching the last 8 of the EBU 
National Inter Clubs Knockout competition where they lost narrowly to a Young 
Chelsea BC team. 

 

 External events winners since July have been: 
 

- YCBA Flitch (event married couples); Ian & Julie Grant.  
- EBU Summer Seniors Congress B Final; Sandy Davies & Tom Gisborne. 
- EBU Northern Midweek Congress Swiss Teams; David Fletcher, Graham Jepson, 

Frank Littlewood and David Musson  
- Huddersfield Rosebowl;.Graham Jepson and David Robinson (plus two) 

 
 
 

David Waxman September 2016 


