
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members                 July 2016 
 

 Those members who still pay table fees by cash are encouraged to 
changeover to tokens as outlined in the Treasurer’s recent e-mail. 
Collecting tokens at the table will be introduced from 01 August with single 
tokens available on entry should you need one. Overall, this should prove to 
be quicker and easier than registering on entry to the club.  

 

 Fiona Drew is reorganising the noticeboards with the main change being all 
the club results moving to the new notice board attached to the wall in the 
lounge last week. Initial reaction has been very favourable.  

 

 In her monitoring of the cleaning of the Club, Zoe Hewertson has revised 
the specification and it does seem improvements are beginning to be seen. 

 

 The Committee has approached the Local Authority regarding the creation 
of a Disabled Parking Bay on Priory Road. Again we ask that you leave the 
most adjacent parking spaces to the Club free for use by members with 
mobility problems.  

 

 We have also agreed to make significant improvements to the illumination 
of the path following a request from a member. 

 

 Peter Camm has now contacted you all about 2016/2017 subscriptions 
which are due by 01 August. Please try to pay as promptly as possible. 

 

 Pianola’s introduction continues, though it is clear that many of you have yet 
to log on. Obviously this is a personal choice but you are encouraged to do 
so as there are a number of interesting facilities available. The idea of a 
short seminar before some evening sessions is being considered.  

 

 One Pianola feature is “partner finder” which is easy to use should you be 
looking for a game. It gives immediate contact to all, or however many, 
members that you choose to approach. It has not been used much so far 
but has great potential to help all of us to find a game. You can select or 
deselect particular members to receive or not receive an invitation 

 

 From 01 August (date of new trophy year) the website will be fully 
integrated into Pianola. The link is http://site.pianola.net/sheffield/home 
which currently can be accessed from the “old” website.  

 

 As reported previously, the EBU is funding Pianola for 12 months thus 
saving the club the costs of subscription. Consequently the Committee is 
investigating the possibility of funding a limited trial of Pianola Plus on 
behalf of members. This will facilitate the opportunity for you to decide 
whether to retain these extra features long-term at your own expense. Our 
aim is to commence the trial in September after the main holiday season. 

 

 Also from 01 August the stand-by sign up will be managed electronically rather 
than in paper form. If you go to the new standby page there will be a “webform” 
that can be used to submit your details and your session of choice. 

 

 For next season, i.e. after 01 August, the basis of Trophy ladders is being altered 
for a number of reasons including the anomalies that arise from a straight points 
system with variances in the number of tables. For non-expert trophies the new 

http://site.pianola.net/sheffield/home
http://site.pianola.net/sheffield/stand-by-partners


system is still being finalised. Other trophies will be awarded on the average of a 
player’s best twenty scores over the year.  

 

 All Tuesday nights will now be cross-imps instead of this alternating with 
aggregate. 

 

 Plans for the Club’s 80th birthday celebrations are proceeding. The main event is 
on 19 September with an 80 board Marathon Bridge event planned with buffet 
lunch and tea & cake provided. The usual Monday afternoon duplicate will be 
incorporated into the day. Full details will soon be displayed on noticeboards, the 
website and will be circulated via Pianola. 

 

 Also on 22 September, the actual anniversary date of the inauguration of the Club, 
complimentary bubbly & cake will be offered between the afternoon and evening 
sessions. As an additional part of the celebrations the City Cup Challenge (charity 
event) will be held on Saturday evening 24 September.  

 

 At the Committee’s request, Jonathan Brayshaw and Raphael Grossman have 
been considering proposals for revisions to the Club Constitution as well as 
analysing potential benefits to be derived from becoming a limited company and/or 
seeking charitable status. They suggest that some amendments to the 
Constitution are appropriate, on which we will consult in the autumn but that the 
advantages to be derived from other changes are not sufficiently significant. 

 

 You are reminded of the need to sign up if you intend attending the Monday night 
seminars, 18 July Graham Jepson “Bridge is an easy game - honestly!”  and 15 
August David Fletcher “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly”. Barrie Partridge’s 
session “Everyday Squeezes and other short stories” is being re-arranged with the 
date yet to be fixed. 

 

 And another reminder that more help with tidying up tables and clearing up the 
kitchen at the end of each session would be very much appreciated. This 
responsibility is shared by all members. 

 

On the Playing Side 
 

 Well done to Pentathlon winners, Roman Gembicki (teams) & Rod Hose (pairs) 
 

 Sheffield BC received a late invitation to play in the Final of the EBU National 
Teams of 8 competition in Solihull on 25 June. The team of Mike Pomfrey 
(captain) & David Waxman; Sandy Davies &Dave Robinson; Frank Littlewood & 
David Musson and Richard Pike and Pete Waterman finished a creditable third. 

 

 YCBA’s outsourcing certain of its events to Clubs saw the Peter Littlewood 
Midweek Pairs moved to Sheffield. Very appropriately, given Peter’s main 
partners, the event was organised by Graham Jepson and won by Peter’s brother 
Frank playing with David Musson. It is intended that this will be an annual event at 
the Club and it was pleasing to see a good number of visitors as well as our own 
members participating. 

 

 A team of Richard Pike, Dominic Rayner and David Waxman, along with Leeds 
based Tom Copeland, won the Malton Cup playing on 26 June. 

 



 Winners of the EBU Summer Seniors Congress B Final were Sandy Davies & 
Tom Gisborne 

 

 Bill Barraclough, David Duckworth, Richard Pike & Pete Waterman won the 
Waddington Cup Final YCBA teams-of-4 competition.  The other Sheffield team 
of Graham Jepson, David Fletcher, Mike Pomfrey and David Waxman took 
second place. 

 

 The Sheffield A team of Sandy Davies, Tom Gisborne, Richard Pike and David 
Robinson has reached the last 8 of the EBU National Inter Clubs Knockout 
competition. Good luck for further progress. 

 

 By the time you read this Emma Bentley and Dominic Rayner will have played 
(with other partners) in the European Junior Mixed Pairs and the European Under 
26 Open Pairs respectively in Latvia. We look forward to hearing about this great 
experience. 

 

Please note that as August is a quiet month and in the light of holiday arrangements 
the next “Note to Members” will be in September though specific messages may be 
circulated through Pianola in the interim. 
 

 


