
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members                 June 2016 
 

 The May note reported the Committee’s intention to investigate the benefits of Pianola - 
a powerful reasonably priced commercial IT package which provides information and 
services to members, website facility  and excellent club management functions. 
Following a presentation, we committed to a 3-month free trial, during which time the 
club will maintain its current systems and website alongside Pianola. Subsequently, the 
English Bridge Union has effectively endorsed the package by offering to fund a 12 
month trial, making it even more financially attractive. 

 

You will have received an invitation to join Pianola and some duplicate results have 
been uploaded. The site includes a link to the user guide but, Peter Camm, who is 
leading the project, with help from our IT administrator Baz Caygill, will contact you soon 
to provide more detail of how to engage with Pianola to maximum effect.  

 

The Pianola website - http://site.pianola.net/sheffield/home - is being developed but  can 
be accessed from a link on the bottom left of the SBC website home page  
 

 The early signs indicate substantial advantages in adopting Pianola. However, the Club 
should not do so without an enormous vote of thanks to those who worked strenuously 
to create the systems that have served us so well to date - particular gratitude for recent 
developments is owed to Lesley Blanchard and Stuart Fletcher.  

 

The change is motivated by looking to the future and ensuring that systems in place are 
sustainable especially as and when Committee personnel alter.  

 

 The Committee has been pleased to accept an offer from Zoe Hewertson, a relatively 
new member, to help monitor and develop the delivery of the Cleaning Specification for 
the Club. Zoe’s professional background is in Cleaning Management with a national 
company and already she has identified where there is room for improvement. 

 

 The changeover to tokens rather than cash as “table money” is progressing gradually 
and so far without difficulty. All members are encouraged to buy tokens as outlined in 
the recent note from Glyn Foley, our Treasurer. From 04 July members coming without 
a token will be sold one on entry. The “cash person” of the day will collect tokens from 
each table immediately before the start of play. 

 

 We remind you again that the most adjacent parking spaces to the Club, on Thornsett 
Road and Priory Road, should be left free for use by those with mobility problems. This 
is not always being respected. The Committee is also approaching the Local Authority 
regarding the possibility of creating a Disabled Parking Bay outside the club. 

 

 The Committee consider it an anomaly that afternoon sessions cost £2.50 and evenings 
£3.50. It is proposed to continue efforts to equalise these, to some extent, by raising the 
afternoon fee to £3, and keeping the evening fee at £3.50. This will be put to the AGM 
and subject to agreement will be effective from 01 January 2017.  

 

 At the start of July, Peter Camm, in his role of Membership Secretary, will be contacting 
you all about next year’s subscriptions which are due on 01 August. The full annual 
membership fee remains £36.00 and the afternoon only fee £12.00. New members 
joining before the end of the financial year (31 July) pay nothing until August. The AGM 
will also be asked to agree that new members receive a 50% discount if joining after 01 
February each year rather than 01 May as previously.  

 

http://site.pianola.net/sheffield/home


 Entries are welcome for the Peter Littlewood Trophy -  held  at the Club - 29 June - 
10:00 for 10:30 am to around 3.30 pm. Contact Graham Jepson (0114 2686258).   

 

 After a number of members expressed an interest, Barrie Partridge has arranged, with 
the EBU, a series of Club Tournament Director (TD) Courses. These will take place as 
follows18 September (Essentials) 25 September (Book Rulings) 09 October 
(Judgement Rulings) and 30 October (Assessment). These will be run by Barrie and are 
advertised to other clubs in the region. Some places may still be available so if you may 
be interested in becoming one of the Club’s TDs, please have a chat with Barrie. 

 

The fees are £45 per EBU member for each of the first three courses and £54 for the 
Assessment course. SBC members attending will be subsidised. 

 

 A reminder that all members are requested to do a standby duty - signup sheets are on 
the noticeboard. 
 

 The expert seminars are to be continued this summer with:  
 

04 July   Barrie Partridge  - Simple Squeezes and other short stories  
18 July   Graham Jepson  - Bridge is an easy game - honestly! 
15 August  David Fletcher  - The Good, the Bad and the Ugly. 

 

All welcome but Graham's especially suitable for beginners, David’s for improvers. The 
entry fee is £5.00 per person including drinks and nibbles. 7.15 pm start. 

 

On the Playing side 
 

 The annual match versus a Derby team took place on 22 May but unfortunately it 
resulted in defeat. Our team comprised Bill Barraclough, Emma Bentley, David 
Duckworth, Mick Lindley, Shirley Morrisroe, Barrie Partridge, Dawn Rayner, Dominic 
Rayner, Jean Rodgers, Pete Waterman, Steve Willis and Gill Woodcock.   

 

 The monthly Summer Pro-Am Trophy started on 23 May and proceeded successfully 
thanks to the great organisation put in by Gill Woodcock. It is an excellent way of 
helping students into duplicate Bridge and Gill has been instrumental in making the 
venture such a success. 

 

 The Nancy Campfield Swiss Teams took place on 30 May with 15 teams taking part. I 
was fortunate enough to find the right teammates - Richard Pike and Dawn & Dominic 
Rayner - in order to win but the main thanks go to Jean Rodgers for her truly 
exceptional catering helped mainly by Ann Cockerill and David Fletcher. 

 

 The Margaret Kent Diamond Cup for students was held on 6th June with 16 pairs 
competing. Julia Faulkner and Sheelagh Reynolds won with a very impressive 65.6%. 
Runners-up were Vari Ainsworth and Barbara Hutton. The award for highest placed 1st 
year pair went to Christine Care and Liz Buckton.  Well done to all competitors whom 
we hope will join regular club sessions in the near future. Many thanks to Simon 
Woolham who organised the event and our teachers for “generating” the new players. 

 

 We are proud that two of our young players, Emma Bentley (Mixed Pairs) and Dominic 
Rayner (Open Pairs) are participating in the European Junior Championships in Latvia 
in July. 
 

David Waxman June 2016 


