
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members                 May 2016 
 

 Sincere apologies for a Committee error reported in the April note. The 
decision to rename the summer Diamond Cup in memory of Roy Barber, 
following his generous legacy to the Club, was made with us completely 
forgetting that it had been re-named as the Margaret Kent Trophy after her 
death. This was totally inadvertent and no disrespect intended. 

 

 Some views expressed at the EGM were that Roy’s legacy should be 
designated to a major project. This remains an option but it was important to 
show Roy’s family that the money was being put to use quickly. Roy’s 
executors consider the planned use of the inheritance to subsidise teacher 
and TD training and to support juniors involved in national and international 
ventures to be appropriate. It has also been decided to introduce a new trophy 
for Wednesday afternoons and name it in memory of Roy. 

 

 An on-going concern is that of disabled access. Please be reminded that the 
most adjacent parking spaces to the Club, immediately in front on Thornsett 
Road and in in Priory Road, should be left free for use by those with mobility 
problems. Additionally a wheelchair is available to help with access where 
necessary.  

 

 Stephen Village, a retired Surveyor, has carried out a general inspection of 
the property and, in his opinion, he does not foresee any necessary major 
expenditure in the next year. The building structure is sound and for this year, 
he recommends dealing with maintenance on an ad hoc basis with a view to 
carrying out internal and external decoration next year. The external fire 
escape will also need some attention and he will also look at potentially 
upgrading the lighting system. 

 

 Stephen recommends that external decoration; remedial work to the fire 
escape and replacing the first floor external door to the fire escape as well as 
dealing with some rotten timber should be the priorities in 2017. 

 

 The Committee is currently investigating the potential benefit of buying into a 
commercial IT package. A number of members have been extolling the virtues 
of Pianola and we are giving this package urgent attention having arranged to 
meet the programme designer. Pianola includes more functions than the 
present system, is reasonably priced and its use would include professional 
support.  

 

 The financial position as, of 09 May, is that the Club’s reserves stand at 
£28,000 with outstanding liabilities of £23,700. Thus, the Club is £4,300 in the 
black. About half of the loans have been repaid to date with the remainder 
due for repayment later this year. 

 

 As a number of teachers are giving up sessions, the teaching and 
development programme is being revised and will be published on the 
website shortly. We remain grateful to all of our teachers. 

 

 In respect of training teachers, Richard Gilbert has approached the YCBA to 
ascertain the level of interest in running a central teacher training initiative 
somewhere in the County. Of course, if there were sufficient local 
interest it may be possible to organise one in Sheffield. Please talk to 
Richard if interested or contact him at r.gilbert@sheffield.ac.uk 
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 The Events Committee are arranging occasional Monday evening seminars 
over the summer led by prominent club members - wine & nibbles included. 

 

 On 19 September an 80 board Marathon Bridge event is planned with buffet 
lunch and tea & cake provided to celebrate the Club’s 80th anniversary. Sue 
Wormald is organising the day - details to follow. On 22 September - the actual 
anniversary date of inauguration - complimentary bubbly & cake will be offered 
between the afternoon and evening sessions.  

 

 Gill Woodcock is again organising PRO/AM Bridge every 4th Monday over the 
summer. Many thanks to Gill for leading on this. 

 

 Keith Cornish has replaced Mary Whyms on the Initial Investigation Committee 
(part of the Club’s Disciplinary procedure). Jonathan Brayshaw and Ann Wall 
continue as the other members. David Adams will act as reserve as necessary. 
Many thanks to Mary for her work on this Committee. 

 

 Fiona Drew is in the process of tidying up Club noticeboards and improving 
appearance of the boards.  

 

 Concerns have been expressed regarding late finishes. Members are reminded 
that they are requested to arrive by 7.00pm to facilitate a 7.10 prompt start.  

 

 Graham Jepson has been leading our push to get more members signing up to 
do Standby duty. Please will you give this your serious consideration.  

 

 As Saturday evening numbers are often low it has been agreed to include this 
session as available to afternoon members.  

 

On the playing side  
 

 The May Day Swiss Pairs encountered major problems during Match 2 when 
communication between the bridgemates and the scoring program was lost - 
meaning the first two match results were “scrubbed”. The tournament was 
reduced from 6 to 4 matches - clearly less than satisfactory. The 48 
participants are to be compensated with a token for a free session.  

 

 Ann’s catering matched her customary high standards and the shortened 
event was won by David Fletcher and Mary Whyms. The next special event is 
the Nancy Campfield Swiss Teams - on Monday, 30 May. Please note that 
this is a Teams and not a Pairs event as advertised on the website. 

 

 Tom Gisborne’s team (David Banks, Keith Cornish, Sandy Davies, Arthur 
Hughes & Mike Pomfrey) narrowly lost in the final of the Waddington Shield. 

 

 As winners of Yorkshire League Division 1, Sheffield A represented the County 
in the Garden Cities Trophy Regional Final - the national teams of 8 club 
competition. Our team finished 3rd - narrowly missing qualification for the 
national final. 

 

 The number of Simultaneous Pairs events at the Club (YCBA x 3 and EBU x 2) 
has been raised as an issue. The Committee was divided on whether we should 
participate in more - at so it was agreed that we should seek feedback via this 
note. Please let a Committee member know if you have an opinion. 

 

 Congratulations go to David Duckworth and Terry Jacobs who came first and 
third respectively in the YCBA Individual Competition. 

 

David Waxman May 2016 


