
Sheffield Bridge Club: Committee Note to Members                           April 2016 
 
 

 67 members attended the Extraordinary General Meeting on 11 April.  The areas 
covered were the now concluded legal dispute, the Committee’s recent work and an 
outline of the current financial position. A financial strategy to prioritise paying off 
members’ loans and rebuild reserves was put forward. 
 

 The total costs of the legal dispute, 2010 to 2016, were reported as £136,143 and 
the current overall financial balance, with all loans repaid, as minus £4,000. 
Subsequent correspondence with the solicitor has resulted in a reduction of the legal 
charges of £5,100, due to monies carried forward from a previous payment. So our 
financial position is slightly better than previously reported. The final legal bill is 
therefore £131,043 and current overall financial balance is £1,100 in the black. 

 

 The EGM saw Graham Jepson appointed as Vice Chairman and Dawn Rayner, Ann 
Cockerill and myself confirmed as Secretary, Administration Manager and Chairman 
respectively. Peter Camm, Fiona Drew and Martyn James filled the three vacancies 
on the Committee. I am delighted to be confirmed in the position of Chairman and 
appreciate the trust placed in me. 

 

 We continue to gather a flow of new members, predominantly from the Wednesday 

afternoon duplicate targeted at those taking the first steps from classes. The Club is 

grateful to all of its teachers; their helpers and to Peter Flavell who nurtures new 

players so well. Current membership stands at 301. 

 As flagged up previously, a token system is to be introduced to pay for playing 

sessions, thus reducing the amount of cash being managed and speed up entry to 

the Club. Full details of how the scheme will operate will be published shortly by the 

Treasurer, Glyn Foley. Cash payments will remain possible.  

 In the light of his generous legacy, the summer Diamond Trophy is to be renamed in 

memory of Roy Barber. The legacy will also be used to provide support to members 

incurring expenses to train as teachers and Tournament Directors and juniors 

involved in national and international ventures. 

 We are delighted that the EBU is supporting Emma Bentley and Dominic Rayner to 

play (with other partners) in the European Junior Mixed Pairs and the European 

Junior Open Pairs respectively which is to be held in July in Riga. The new fund 

allows the Club also to help towards their expenses. 

 Fiona Sutherland is organising an event in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support on the 

afternoon of 26 April. Please speak with Fiona if you wish to know more about this. 

On the playing side: 
 

 March saw David Robinson and Roman Gembicki gaining national success in 
winning the EBU Grand Masters and Life Master Pairs respectively. Also that month 
Zoe Hewertson and Michele Saffer won the Yorkshire Improvers Pairs title. Well 
done to all four players. 

 

 The Yorkshire League season also concluded in March with Sheffield A regaining 
the Division 1 title, Sheffield B coming first in Division 2 and Sheffield C promoted 
from Division 3. Again highly pleasing outcomes. 

 

 On Easter Monday the usual Monday afternoon duplicate was accorded the added 
benefit of including a break for afternoon tea. Ann Cockerill provided cakes and 
scones to her customary exceptional standard and this was surely a contributory 
factor in there being 25 Pairs in attendance – more than double the “normal” 
Monday afternoon number. 



 

 Tom Gisborne’s team (David Banks, Keith Cornish, Sandy Davies, Arthur Hughes & 
Mike Pomfrey) have reached the final of the Waddington Shield, YCBA’s premier 
knockout team competition.   

 
 

SBC Committee  
April 2016 - 2016 AGM: 

 

Officers:  Chairman:  David Waxman   
 Vice Chairman:  Graham Jepson 
 Treasurer  Glyn Foley 
 Secretary:  Dawn Rayner  

Administration Manager:  Ann Cockerill,  
Chief Tournament Director:  Barrie Partridge 

 

Committee Members: Peter Camm; Monika Cooper; Fiona Drew; Martyn James; 
Margaret Johnson and Stephen Village 
 

Within the new Committee, Peter Camm has agreed to be Membership Secretary.  
 

The “new” Committee met on 14 April and agreed an overall work plan to consider 
potential developments. Different elements of the Club’s operation were grouped 
together and Committee members allocated to lead on each one. 
 

The broad areas identified are: 
 

Premises/House led by Martyn James and Stephen Village 
Finance and membership led by Glyn Foley and Peter Camm  
Competitions led by Barrie Partridge  
Teaching and Development programmes led by Graham Jepson  
IT system led by Peter Camm and Martyn James (with Baz Caygill) 
Internal Communications led by David Waxman 
 

Additionally Jonathan Brayshaw and Raphael Grossman have been asked to help 
develop proposals for possible revisions to the Club Constitution. The considerations 
include investigating the potential benefits that might be derived should we seek to alter 
the legal status of the Club. 
 

If you want to comment directly on any aspect of the Club please either speak to any 
Committee member or drop off written points into the Committee box located in the 
downstairs playing area. 
 

David Waxman  
April 2016 

 

 
Apart from placing these notes on the website and noticeboard they will be circulated to 
members directly via e-mail. Only a small minority of members do not have e-mail 
addresses.  
 
Of course, it is possible, that we are using an out-of-date e-mail address and this system 
can suffer from human error. So if you would have expected to receive the note by e-mail 
and instead are only seeing it on the website or noticeboard please let me know - 
chairman@sheffieldbridgeclub.co.uk  

mailto:chairman@sheffieldbridgeclub.co.uk

